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The  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  for  condu&ing 

the  Eftablifhment 
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THE  INFIRMARY  AT  BATH. 


GENTLEMEN,  % 

TO  you,  who  with  equal  zeal  are 
often  employed  in  relieving  the  fufferings  of 
our  fellow-creatures,  the  refult  of  various 
operations,  with  the  view  of  improving  any 
branch  of  the  healing  art,  I am  convinced, 

cannot  fail  to  be  acceptable. 

\ 

To  you  therefore,  of  whofe  philanthropy  I 
am  daily  a witnefs,  and  with  whofe  benevo- 
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lent  intentions  it  fliall  always  be  my  wifh  to 
co-operate,  by  every  profeffional  exertion  in 
my  power,  in  teftimony  of  my  efteem  and 
refpedl,  I beg  leave  to  dedicate  the  follow- 
ing llieets  on  one  of  the  fubjedls  moll  inte- 
refling  to'  humanity. 


I have  the  Honour  to  be, 


Gentlemen, 

* ■ r * i 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


# 


JAMES  NOOTH. 


PREFACE. 


THE  following  obfervations,  with  due 
deference  to  the  opinions  and  practice 
of  former  writers  on  Cancerous  Complaints 
of  the  Breast,  are  offered  to  the  confideration 
of  the  public. 

This  difeafe  has  been  treated  by  many 
Englifli,  as  well  as  foreign,  furgeons  of  diftin- 
guifhed  abilities,  who  have  far  advanced  the 
knowledge  of  their  profeffion  in  general ; but 
although  much  light  has  been  thrown  upon 
the  principal  and  leading  parts  of  furgery, 
yet  the  enquiries  on  this  particular  fubject 
have  not  been  fo  fuccefsfully  attended  to,  and 
publifhed,  as  on  many  others. 


PREFACE. 


vi 

Very  little  difcrimination  lias  hitherto  been 
made  between  real  Scirrhi  and  other  affect- 
ions of  the  breaft. 

A long  practice  induces  me  to  doubt  all 
authorities  which  are  in  favour  of  apre-exift- 
ing  difpofition  in  the  habit  towards  this  com- 
plaint and  I fhall  attempt  to  prove,  that 
the  difeafe  is,  originally,  independent  of  any 
conflitutional  taint. 

The  method  of  performing  the  operation 
for  the  extirpation  of  fcirrhous  tumours,  as 
propofed  in  the  following  Treatife,  has  been 
purfued  by  me  thirty  years ; and  my  feelings 
have  been  gratified  by  learning  that  it  has 
been  fuccefsfully  pradfifed  by  others,  though 
poflibly  not  in  a perfectly  bmilar  manner. 

In  the  far  advanced  ftagcs  of  Cancer,  where 
the  operation  could  not  be  advifeable,  it  has 
uniformly  been  my  endeavour  to  alleviate 
the  fufferer’s  pain,  fo  as  to  render  that  dread- 
ful fituation  as  tolerable  as  circumftances 
would  admit. 
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All  theoretical  difcuffions  have  been  de- 
clined by  me  as  much  as  the  fubjedt  would 
allow  ; and  my  obfervations  confined  to  prac- 
tice and  the  refults  of  it. 

With  the  confolatory  hope  of  guarding 
fome  unfortunate  people,  labouring  under 
Cancerous  Affedtions  of  the  Bread:,  againfl 
the  artifices  and  cruelties  of  impoftors,  it 
will  not  be  regretted  by  me  that  I have  em- 
ployed my  leifure  hours  with  this  publica- 
tion ; which  being  intended  for  their  perufal, 
as  adidadtic  piece,  is  diverted  of  all  technical 
phrafes,  as  it  has  been  my  aim  to  fhew, 
with  perfpicuity,  in  plain  language,  the  fal- 
lacy of  ill-founded  opinions. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
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THE  ancient  phyficians  were  acquainted  with 
this  difeafe,  both  in  a fcirrhous  and  cancerous 
ftate,  and  its  fatal  progrefs  was  evident  to  them;  for 
Hippocrates  remarks,  that  cc  hard  tubercles  are 
u found  in  the  breads  of  women,  fometimes  large, 
<s  and  fometimes  but  fmall ; yet  thefe  do  not  fuppu- 
“ rate  but  always  grow  harder,  and  from  thefe  after- 
66  wards  arife  occult  cancers.”* 

In  the  early  ages  of  medical  fcience,  cures  were 
attempted  by  the  ufe  of  the  productions  of  the 
vegetable  kingdom  only,  and  fuch  plants  as  were 
found  to  be  active  agents  were  induftrioufly  colle&ed 
and  employed  ; but  cancerous  affections  certainly 
did  not  yield  to  the  various  applications ; which 

* That  it  was  confidered  as  incurable  (at  leaft  by  medicine)  before 
the  time  of  Ovid,  will  appear  by  the  following  words  of  that 
author,  “ Utque  malum  late  folet  immedicahile  cancer  ferpere 
He  does  not  make  ufe  of  the  word  infanabile , as  indicating  its  being 
wholly  incurable  by  any  means,  but  the  word  “ immedicahile f as 
more  properly  applicable  to  medical  treatment. 
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melancholy  fa&s  were  confidered  as  a j unification  for 
the  exercife  of  the  aftual  cautery,  although  thofe 
unfortunate  people  who  had  fufficient  refolution  to 
fubmit  to  this-  dreadful  treatment,  were  feldom  (per- 
haps never)  gratified  by  a cure,  at  leaf!  hiftory  does 
not  give  one  inflance  of  fuccefs. 

The  pain,  and  fubfequent  bad  effe&s,  of  the  caute- 
ries induced  the  moft  cautious  and  humane  in  the 
medical  profeflion,  a few  centuries  back,  to  reject 
fuch  cruel  means,  and  fubftitute  cauftics ; (till  imagin- 
ing there  was  an  abfolute  neceffity  for  deftroying 
thofe  affe&ions  by  fuch  methods  as  were  fuppofed 
capable  of  removing  the  difeafed  mafs.  Early  in 
the  year  1400,  arfenic  was  introduced  as  a fpecific 
remedy,  and  was  blended  with  every  cauftic  compo- 
fition  for  the  deftru&ion  of  cancerous  complaints ; 
though  fome  plants  retained  their  credit,  and  were 
continued  in  ufe,  but  moft  probably  to  affuage  pains, 
viz.  the  folanum  lethale , &c. 

Valefcus  de  Taranta  fpeaks  of  the  arfenical 
cauftics,  and  particularly  recommended  the  folanum 
at  that  time.  All  writers  on  cancerous  complaints, 
for  two  or  three  centuries  afterwards,  implicitly 
adopted  the  opinions  and  practice  of  their  predecef- 
fors,  without  offering  any  new  idea  on  the  fubjeft  ; 
therefore  no  information  was  gained  either  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  original  caufe  or  caufes  of  this  difeafe, 
or,  what  is  of  much  more  importance,  any  improve- 
ment made  in  the  mode  of  treating  it. 
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Medical  men  have  confidered  this  difeafe  the 
opprobrium  medicines,  and  have  negle&ed  every  con- 
fideration  which  could  lead  the  mind  to  a more 
rational  invefligation  of  the  caufe  or  attendant  fymp- 
toms  both  in  the  fimple  and  complicated  ftages. 
They  clearly  faw  the  delufive  and  often  very  ferious 
effe&s  of  cauflics,  and  they  were  not  fuccefsful  by 
regimen  or  other  medical  treatment ; therefore  no 
emulation,  in  inftances  of  this  particular  nature, 
appears  to  have  (limulated  their  purfuits,  and  the 
treatment  of  cancerous  complaints  was  ufurped  by 
thofe  the  lead;  qualified  to  improve  this  very  import- 
ant branch  of  furgery. 

Wifeman,  indeed,  wrote  elaborately  on  cancers  in 
1674,  and  adopted  a new  mode  of  treatment;  but 
his  ideas  were  confufed,  and  generally  inconfiftent ; 
for  he  fays,  <c  this  difeafe  might  arife  from  an  error 
“ in  diet,  a great  acrimony  in  the  meats  and  drinks 
“ meeting  with  a fault  in  the  firft  conco&ion,  which, 
<c  not  being  afterwards  corre&ed  in  the  inteftines, 
cc  fuftered  this  acrimonious  matter  to  afeend  into  the 
cc  blood  ; where,  if  it  found  vent  either  in  the  mcn- 
<c  ftrua  in  women,  or  by  the  hemorrhoides  or  urine 
“ in  men,  the  mifehief  might  have  been  prevented.” 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  lad;  century, 
Heifter  obtained  great  reputation  in  Germany  by  the 
extirpation  of  feirrhous  tumours ; and  his  fuccefs 
placed  this  interefting  fubjeft  of  medical  enquiry  in 
a very  favourable  light  for  his  cotemporaries.  The 
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treatment  of  cancerous  complaints  has  lately  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  profeffional  men  in  every  part 
of  Europe,  but  the  fcience  of  phyfic  feems  to  have 
been  exerted  on  this  fubjeft  with  little  fuccefs ; and 
it  is  extremely  probable,  that  we  (hall  ever  have  to 
lament  the  want  of  efficacious  and  certain  remedies 
for  the  more  advanced  ftages. 

Various  caufes  have  been  afligned  for  thefe  affec- 
tions ; but  moft  attempts  to  inveftigate  them  appear 
to  have  been  improperly  conne&ed  with  the  idea  of 
a pre-difpofition  in  the  conftitution.  This  difeafe 
having  been  the  theme  of  Arabian,  European,  and 
American  authors,  endeavours  were  made  to  dif- 
cover  thofe  climates  which  more  particularly  fubjeft 
the  inhabitants  to  this  cruel  malady  ; but  no  fatis- 
fa&ory  inference  could  be  drawn  from  the  original 
fentiments  of  the  one,  or  the  comments  of  the 
others.  Some  obfervations  feem  to  confirm  an  opi- 
nion, that  the  laborious  claffes  of  women  are  now 
more  affli&ed  with  fcirrhous  complaints  in  the  breaff, 
than  thofe  in  fuperior  flations  of  life;  not  only  from 
the  accidental  injuries  to  which  the  former  are  more 
expofed  and  liable,  but  from  the  inconveniences  of 
drefs,  &c.  contrafted  with  the  latter. 

It  has  alfo  been  very  generally  fuppofed,  that 
women  in  a ftate  of  celibacy,  upon  the  turn  of  life,  be* 
came  more  particularly  liable  to  thefe  complaints  than 
thofe  who  had  had  children.  How  far  this  opinion 
is  warranted  by  ftritt  obfervation,  yet  remains  unde- 
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termined;  as  fcirrhous  tumours  are  frequently  found 
in  thebreaffs  of  healthy  young  fubjecfs  during  regu- 
lar menftruations,  and  fometimes  not  till  many  years 
elapfed  after  thefe  periodical  evacuations  had  ceafed. 

Lately,  the  furgeons  of  our  own  country,  of  the 
moft  refpe&able  abilities,  have  decidedly  preferred 
the  ufe  of  the  knife  to  all  cauflic  compofitions ; but 
unfortunately,  as  the  operation  was  not  always,  fuc- 
cefsful,  quackery,  under  the  fpecious  mafic  of  fecrecy, 
has  been  countenanced,  and  many  kinds  of  impofi- 
tion  have  been  employed  to  dupe  the  unfortunate. 
To  obviate  which,  is  one  incitement  to  the  Author  to 
publifh  the  following  Cafes;  and  it  is  trufted,  that  he 
will  not  be  charged  w'ith  egotifm  in  the  recital,  as  in 
plain  narrative  it  is  almofl:  impoffible  to  avoid  it. 
To  the  liberal  and  candid  thefe  obfervations  are 
fubmitted,  in  hope  they  may  in  fome  degree  (if  not 
wholly)  anfwer  his  benevolent  intentions. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON  THE 


TREATMENT  OF 


SCIRRHOUS  TUMOURS 


AND 


CANCERS  of  the  BREAST 


S the  bread  is  the  principal  feat  of  the  difeafe. 


which  I make  the  fubjeft  of  thefe  pages,  it 
will  be  necelfary  to  take  fome  notice  of  the  dru&ure 
of  the  mammillary  gland,  and  alfo  to  fpeak  of  the 
lymphatics  found  in  the  adipofe  membrane  which 
furrounds  it,  with  a view  to  didinguidi  fome  appear- 
ances which  might  miflead  young  pra&itioners. 

The  breads  are  in  a great  meafure  formed  by  cel- 
lular texture,  and  may  be  defined  to  be  two  large 
conglomerate  glands  furrounded  by  an  adipofe  and 
lymphatic  mafs,  and  fupplied  with  arteries,  veins, 
and  nerves.  The  arteries  are  derived  from  two  dif- 
ferent trunks,  one  of  which  is  termed  the  internal, 
and  the  other  the  external,  mammary ; the  firft  of 
thefe  arifes  from  the  fubclavian,  and  the  latter  from 
the  axillary,  artery.  The  veins  neceflarily  accompany 
the  arteries,  and  are  didinguilhed  by  fimilar  names; 
the  nerves  are  not  very  numerous,  and  arife  from  the 
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vertebral  pairs.  Like  all  other  conglomerate  glands, 
thefe  are  a congeries  of  fmall  conglobate  glands, 
in  which  the  milk  is  fecreted  from  the  ultimate 
branches  of  arteries;  the  excretory  dutts  of  thefe 
feveral  glands,  gradually  uniting  as  they  approach 
the  nipple,  form  the  tubuli  latltferi , and  open  at, 
and  near,  its  apex.  Thefe  du&s,  in  their  courfe 
from  the  glands,  are  furrounded  by  a ligamentary 
fubftance;  and  the  du&s  which  it  contains,  are 
capable  of  confiderable  extenfion  and  contra&ion ; 
and  in  their  natural  hate  are  fufficiently  elaftic  to 
prevent,  in  maternal  women,  an  involuntary  difcharge 
of  milk,  unlefs  the  diftending  force  be  too  powerful 
from  its  redundance.  The  fmall  fingle  glands  found 
in  the  adipofe  membrane  are  termed  conglobate, 
and  are  very  numerous;  but  it  muff  not  be  expelled 
that  I fhould  defcribe  them  minutely,  or  make  any 
remarks  on  their  ufes ; that  fubjeft  having  been 
treated  by  the  firft  anatomifts  and  phyfiologifts  in 
Europe,  without  any  fyftem  being  fatisfa&orily  af- 
certained;  therefore,  I fpeak  of  them  only  as  exihing 
there,  that  their  difeafes  may  be  compared  with 
thofe  of  the  mammillary  glands. 

It  will  be  proper  to  take  notice  of  the  acini,  (as 
demonftrated  by  Mr.  Cruikfhank’s  preparations) 
which  are  fmall  veficles,  in  which  the  arteries  fecre- 
ting  the  milk  terminate ; as  I think  they  are  immedi- 
ately concerned  in  the  primary  caufes  of  cancerous 
complaints.  The  exiftence  of  thefe  minute  veficles 
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was  long  doubted  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  Hunter,  till  he 
law  them  inje&ed.  It  has  been  a generally  received 
opinion,  that  the  breads  of  women  are  more  liable 
to  cancerous  affe&ions  than  any  other  glands,  and 
that  thofe  affections  feldom  prefent  themfelves  till 
the  vigour  of  the  fyftem  begins  to  decline;  certainly, 
more  real  cancerous  complaints  are  found  in  the 
breads  than  in  every  other  part  of  the  body,  the 
mammillary  gland  being  the  feat  of  this  difeafe, 
which  commences  in  thofe  acini  in  confequence  of 
inflammation.  I believe  that  it  never  originates  in 
the  lymphatic  glands;  but  it  would  be  difficult  to 
afTign  a reafon,  why  the  decline  of  life,  or  lofs  of 
vigour  in  the  fydem,  fhould  be  the  caufe  of  thefe 
cruel  diforders,  whild  we  find  the  fame  difeafes 
brought  on  by  external  injuries'  in  early  dages  of 
life  and  in  very  healthy  fubje&s.  It  is  fincerely  to 
be  wi filed,  that  difeafes  could  be  defcribed  with  fuch 
precifion,  as  to  be  didinguidiable  from  each  other 
with  certainty  ; that  practitioners  might  thereby  be 
enabled  to  enfure  a method  of  treating  them  with 
good  effeft.  Tumours  of  the  bread,  from  whatever 
caufe  they  originate,  very  generally  create  fufpicions 
of  a difeafe,  which  may  terminate  in  cancer : and 
remedies  are  often  propofed,  and  made  ufe  of  as 
extremely  efficacious,  which  could  have  had  no  bene- 
ficial influence  whatever  on  real  feirrhous  cafes,  as  I 
fhall  endeavour  .to  prove  in  fome  fubfequent  page? 
where  my  obfervations  will  be  more  fully  given. 
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A fcirrhus,  properly  fo  called,  in  an  incipient  (late, 
feels  like  a fmall  indurated  gland,  and  by  its  mobi- 
lity feems  to  be  diftintt  from  the  mamma  generally, 
although  conflituting  a part  of  it.  It  feldom  hap- 
pens, that  this  infidious  complaint  is  at  firft  difeovered 
by  its  giving  any  uneafmefs,  and  it  will  fometimes 
become  confiderably  enlarged  before  any  degree  of 
pain  is  perceived.  The  firft  fenfations  which  create 
a fufpicion  of  the  exigence  of  a fcirrhus,  are  High 
fhooting  pains ; and  in  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
(harp  lancinating  pains  follow,  of  momentary  dura- 
tion, which  alarm  the  patient : fometimes  no  pains 
are  felt  for  feveral  fuccefhve  days,  yet  at  other  times 
they  recur  frequently  in  a few  hours. 

As  it  would  be  impoflible  to  point  out  any  limited 
time  for  the  progrefs  of  a fcirrhus  with  any  degree 
of  accuracy,  medical  men  are  enabled  to  form  an 
opinion  of  its  malignancy  only  by  the  feverity  of 
the  {hooting  pains,  rapid  encreafe  in  fize,  the  hard- 
nefs  of  its  confidence,  preternatural  heat,  with 
attachment  to  the  integuments,  and  often  to  the  pec- 
toral mufcle.  Some  gentlemen  have  been  inclined  to 
confider  feirrhous  tumours  originating  from  bruifes, 
as  effentially  different  from  thofe  which  they  imagine 
to  be  fpontaneous ; but  they  have  never  traced  any 
fymptoms  in  the  one,  which  were  not  univerfally 
attendant  on  the  other.  This  diftin&ion,  in  my  opi- 
nion, cannot  be  fupported  by  rational  theory,  or 
accurate  obfervation  in  pra&icej  as  both  of  them  are 


1 


[ 11  ] 


perfe&ly  fimilar  in  their  nature,  as  is  every  conco- 
mitant fymptom,  whilft  in  a fcirrhous  ffate,  and  their 
progrefs  towards  cancer  are  uniformly  alike,  and 
claim  the  fame  treatment ; and  it  may  be  alked,  has 
not  extirpation  confirmed  this  opinion  ? 

Although  a fatisfa&ory  explanation  cannot  be  given 
of  the  immediate  or  proximate  caufe  of  a fcirrhus,  or 
how  this  vitiated  ftate  of  the  fluids  and  folids  is  pro- 
duced, it  may  be  allowed  me  to  mention  what  appear- 
ances have  been  obferved  on  examination  of  tumours 
after  extirpation.  I have  always  found  much  unifor- 
mity in  their  ftru&ure,  but  the  different  flages  of 
difeafe  have  prefented  fome  circumflances  refpe&ing 
their  compofition  which  deferve  very  ftrift  attention. 
The  furface  has  generally  been  very  hard,  containing 
a few  minute  veffels  filled  with  red  blood;  but  it  was 
not  poffible  to  detach  the  outer  coats  in  the  fame 
way  fubflances  compofed  of  mufcular  fibres  can  be 
feparated  ; the  whole  body  was  compofed  of  tough 
fibres,  convoluted  and  interwoven  together.  In  fome 
of  the  tumours  that  were  fmall  and  recently  formed, 
I have  found  the  ftru&ure  become  progreflively 
harder,  and  of  a paler  colour  near  the  center : but 
others,  longer  fubjeff  to  a difeafed  aftion,  have  been 
fofter,  with  apparent  cells,  containing  a yellowilh 
white  liquor  in  a vifcid  fiate.  Where  the  difeafe 
had  long  exifted,  I have  frequently  found  portions 
of  the  tumour  which  prefented  a radiated  appearance, 
which  feemed  to  have  been  generated  from  the  center. 
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and  could  be  traced  running  in  oblique  directions 
to  the  furface;  and  am  enabled  to  prove,  by  fome 
feirrhous  tumours  which  I have  preferved  in  fpirits, 
that  contamination  is  communicated  to  the  integu- 
ments by  thofe  irradiations.  In  fome  feirrhi , feveral 
diftinft  cells  were  obferved  to  contain  a yellowifli 
fluid,  not  in  a perfect  purulent  ftate,  and  thefe 
varied  in  their  fize,  but  were  all  filled  with  the 
faid  fluid,  and  the  radiated  appearances  were  evi- 
dently diftinguifhable ; but  I could  not,  by  means  of 
a blow-pipe,  difeover  any  communication  between 
any  of  the  cells.  The  ftrmfture  of  feirrhous  tumors, 
and  the  morbid  date  they  are  in  when  under  exami- 
nation, precludes  a very  nice  or  fatisfa&ory  invefti- 
gation.  Being  anxious  to  know  what  efte£ts  this 
matter  would  produce,  if  inferted  by  inoculation 
into  the  arm  of  a healthy  perfon,  (but  not  being  in- 
titled  to  make  that  experiment  on  any  human  being 
except  myfelf,)  I conveyed  a minute  portion  of  it 
into  a fmall  incifion  on  my  arm ; two  hours  after- 
wards I felt  the  part  uneafy,  with  a flrong  pulfation. 
On  the  following  day,  it  was  more  uneafy,  and  much 
more  inflammation  appeared  than  generally  attends 
fo  fmall  a wound  infli&ed  by  a {harp  inftrument; 
on  the  third,  it  remained  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate; 
on  the  fourth  day  the  wound  became  eafier,  and 
the  inflammation  and  pulfation  began  to  fubfide.  A 
few  days  afterwards  a large  dry  fcab  was  formed, 
which  I removed,  and  found  the  fore  perfeflly  healed. 
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Not  choofing  to  rely  on  a fingle  experiment,  as  a fuffi- 
cient  proof  that  a cancerous  difpofition  could  not 
be  conveyed  into  the  habit,  I repeatedly  inoculated 
myfelf  from  the  year  1777,  without  ever  producing 
any  effects  diffimilar  to  thofe  in  the  firfl  experiment. 
And  I am  convinced,  that  thofe  perfons  who  give 
their  attendance  to  cancerous  fubje&s,  are  not  fo 
liable  to  get  this  cruel  difeafe  by  abforption,  as  has 
been  too  generally  fuppofed;  although  it  may  be 
alleged,  that  idiofyncrafy  might  prevent  its  furious 
effe&s  on  me. 

Of  late  years  many  perfons  have  pretended  to  cure 
fcirrhous  tumours,  and  even  cancers  in  an  ulcerated 
(late,  by  plafters  only ; and  different  cauflic  compo- 
fitions,  like  many  other  medical  fecrets,  have  bec-11 
held  in  high  ellimation,  particularly  the  one  employed 
by  the  late  Mr.  Guy,*  which  evidently  contains  fome 
portion  of  arfenic  : but  were  the  cafes  it  has  been 
employed  in  candidly  examined,  I am  perfuaded  it 
would  be  clearly  found  to  have  done  much  mifehief 
without  ever  producing  any  advantages,  which  might 
not  more  certainly,  and  with  more  eafe,  have  been 

* Guy’s  recipe  is  as  follows: — Take  of  crow’s-foot  one  handful, 
dog-fennel  three  fprigs,  pound  them  well  together,  and  add  a table 
fpoonful  of  crude  brimftone,  and  as  much  white  arfenic  in  fine 
powder ; make  thefe  into  balls,  and  dry  them  in  the  lun.  The  balls 
mull  be  powdered  and  mixed  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  then  laid 
over  the  tumour  or  cancer  on  a piece  of  bladder,  which  mull  be 
adapted  to  the  part,  and  fmeared  over  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg.  This 
plafter  mufl  not  be  removed  till  it  drop  off,  which  it  will  do  in  eight 
or  ten  days. 


Z l*  ] 

obtained  by  another  mode  of  treatment.  The  fame 
kind  of  caudic  had  been  employed  by  Dr.  Stephens, 
of  Dublin,  who,  afterwards,  I am  told,  publifhed  it 
for  a pecuniary  confideration  ; this  circumflance  fet 
a fuppofed  value  on  its  efficacy,  and  his  fervant  came 
to  England  with  the  fecret,  wonderfully  qualified  for 
a mod  intricate  branch  of  furgery. 

It  is  averted,  that  this  remedy  pofTeffes  a peculiar 
quality  in  making  the  difeafed  part  feparate  from 
the  found,  and  fall  off  in  a dead  mafs ; but  furely 
common  fenfe  mud  convince  every  one,  except  the 
mod  credulous  and  ignorant,  that  all  caudics  will 
produce  their  effefts  equally  alike  on  the  found  and 
difeafed  parts.  The  late  Mr.  Gataker  humanely 
endeavoured  to  remove  this  cloak  of  impofition,  and 
judly  obferved,  when  any  one  pretended  that  thofe 
applications  would*  not  only  dedroy  the  tumour  or 
fore  which  they  were  applied  to,  but  would  even 
eat  or  draw  out  the  roots  of  thefe  tumours,  that  it 
mud  clearly  appear  impoflible  to  a perfon  truly  in- 
formed of  the  nature  of  this  difeafe,  and  for  the  bed 
reafon  which  can  be  given,  becaufe  he  mud  know 
that  there  are  no  fuch  roots  exiding,  except  in  ima- 
gination. Even  admitting  the  exidence  of  fuch 
roots,  can  any  rational  perfon  believe,  that  after  this 
remedy  had  penetrated  through  the  body  of  the 
tumour,  it  fhould  drike  by  a fort  of  intelligent  powrer 
into  certain  dire&ions,  exaftly  correfponding  with 
the  courfes  of  thefe  fuppofed  roots,  and  eat  or  draw 
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them  out  with  no  injury  to  the  unafFefted  parts 
into  which  they  are  faid  to  be  radiated,  and  with 
which  they  muft  be  mod  intimately  connected.  It 
has  been  faid,  that  fuch  roots  are  fometimes  vifible 
after  the  tumour  has  been  extirpated  by  thefe  caudic 
applications,  from  the  appearance  of  fmall  portions 
of  fibres  hanging  loofely  from  the  mafs  of  any  tumor 
dedroyed  by  a caudic,  efpecially  if  fufpended  in  a 
liquid  ; for  it  is  not  poffible  on  all  occafions  to  con- 
fine the  operation  of  a caudic  application  fo  exa&ly, 
but  that  it  may  dedroy  fome  fmall  portion  of  the 
found  flefh,  which,  when  feparated,  afterwards  may 
form  thofe  appearances  which  fancy  has  chimeri- 
cally  given  names  to,  and  which  ignorance  or  artifice 

has  adopted  as  realities. 

* \ 

In  the  early  part  of  my  profedional  purfuits, 
caudics  were  employed  by  me  in  a few  indances  for 
the  purpofe,  becaufe  I relied  too  much  on  the  delu- 
five  reports  of  the  fuccefsful  pra&ice  of  others;  but 
was  foon  convinced  that  this  mode  of  treatment  was 
always  extremely  painful,  never  fortunate,  and  ge- 
nerally dangerous.  I do  not  hefitate  to  affert,  that 
if  they  ever  anfwer  the  end  propofed,  it  has  been 
when  they  were  applied  to  fmall  cutaneous  glands 
or  encyfted  tumors,  and  to  thofe  only  which  no 
perfon  of  real  judgment  would  prononnce  to  be  of 
a cancerous  nature.  If  it  be  enquired  by  whom  thefe 
remedies  are  generally  employed,  it  will  be  found 
that  they  are  under  the  management  of  people  ex- 
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trcmely  deficient  in  medical  and  furgical  knowledge ; 
yet  fuch  is  the  public  infatuation,  that  it  will  feldom 
admit  the  advantages  a medical  education  has  over 
etnpiricifm  in  the  treatment  of  thefe  affections.  Long 
lifts  may  be  fhewn  of  people  Laid  to  be  effectually 
cured  by  fuch  practitioners;  but  they  deceitfully 
or  ignoratnly  reprefent  flightly  enlarged  lymphatic 
glands,  excrefcencies,  and  encyfted  tumours,  as  can* 
cerous  cafes ; which  will  readily  yield  even  to  im- 
proper management,  by  having  their  fubftances,  or 
cyfts,  deftroyed.  There  are  many  accounts  of  un- 
fortunate women,  immediately  after  being  releafed 
from  the  feverity  of  pain  by  the  aCtion  of  a cauftic, 
with  the  delufive  fatisfaCtion  of  having  the  difeafed 
mafs  removed,  expreffing  their  happinefs  by  figning 
fuch  affurances,  as  fhould  induce  others  to  partake 
of  fo  great  a comfort ; yet  thefe  very  perfons  have 
foon  afterwards  died,  in  confequence  of  having  the 
difeafe  exafperated  by  fuch  treatment. 

Profeflional  men,  in  every  part  of  Europe,  have 
lately  attempted  to  improve  on  the  ideas  of  the  an- 
cients, and  laudably  endeavoured  to  difcover  fome 
remedy  in  the  vegetable  or  mineral  kingdom  for  this 
cruel  difeafe.  This  defideratum  was  fuppofed  to 
have  been  acquired  by  Dr.  Storck,  when  he  intro- 
duced the  cicuta ; but  our  high  expectations  and 
earned  hopes  were  difappointed.  Although  I think, 
it  mud  be  confefled,  that  this  plant  has  been  found 
of  more  fervice  than  any  other  ; but  prejudice  againd 
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a medicine,  (which  certainly  was  not  found  to  be  a 
fpecific  in  cancerous  aff*e£lions)  foon  led  us  to  place 
little  confidence  in  its  powers ; yet  it  is  employed 
daily,  with  great  fuccefs,  in  various  and  very  diffi- 
milar  cafes. 

Mercury,  although  a very  ufeful  and  powerful 
medicine,  in  many  glandular  complaints,  feems  to 
have  lefs  control  over  cancerous  affe&ions  than  the 
cicuta;  and  has  been  employed  in  all  its  various  pre- 
parations, I think,  without  fuccefs  ; and  I have  often 
obferved  it  to  have  a confiderable  influence  in  haflen- 
ing  their  progrefs.  A gentleman,*  however,  of 
diflinguifhed  eminence  in  his  profeflion,  has  given 
iome  extraordinary  inftances  of  the  good  eflfe&s  of 
the  corrofive  fublimate  in  cancerous  difeafes,  which 
had  refilled  every  other  mode  of  treatment ; and  there 
are  many  other  cafes  related  by  men  of  great  refpec- 
tability,  which  might  incline  us  to  expe£l  much 
from  this  medicine.  But  I folemnly  affirm,  that  I 
have  repeatedly  with  perfeverance,  given  it  a fair  trial, 
without  having  the  fatisfa&ion  to  find  it  capable  of 
affording  relief  in  any  one  inftance,  or  even  fufpend- 
ing  the  chara&eriftic  fymptoms  j though  I have  often 
found  it  of  very  eflential  fervice  in  corre&ing  the 
(late  of  old  vitiated  ulcers  (not  cancerous)  in  various 
parts  of  the  body. 

Antimonial  medicines  have  not  been  negle&ed  on 
thefe  occafionsj  for  it  has  been  aflerted,  that  full 

* Mr.  Gooch, 
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and  continued  dofes  of  Dr.  James’s  Powder  (which 
is  known  to  have  antimony  for  its  bafis)  have  dif- 
perfed  very  confiderable  tumours  of  the  bread, 
fuppofed  of  a cancerous  nature.  Probably  they 
might  remove  a complaint  of  an  inflammatory  difpofi- 
tion  writh  a general  fullnefs,  efpecially  if  previoufly 
affided  by  blood-letting;  but  fuch  cafes  ffiould  not 
be  mentioned  as  in  any  refpecf  connected  with  that 
difeafe,  which  would  become  a fcirrhous  affe6Hon,or 
eventually  a cancer. 

The  late  Mr.  Judamond,  in  his  well-meant  pur- 
fuits,  fuppofed  he  had  difcovered  a remedy  for 
cancerous  complaints  in  the  flores  mar  dales , which 
he  depended  on  in  every  ftage  of  the  difeafe  ; yet, 
after  many  fanguine,  but  unfuccefsful  trials,  he  relin- 
quifhed  them  as  inadequate  to  the  intended  purpofe. 

Dr.  Jaenilch,  a Ruffian,  fpeaks  very  favourably  of 
the  belladonna  as  a fubflitute  for  the  cicuta.  This 
plant  is  given  either  in  powder,  from  one  to  three  or 
four  grains,  or  in  an  infufion;  but  every  preparation 
was  found  fo  uncertain  in  its  operation,  and  fo  liable 
to  produce  fuch  very  alarming  fymptoms,  by  violently 
afFe&ing  the  nervous  fyftem,  that  it  was  never  very 
generally  employed  even  in  Ruffia. 

Mr  Ray,  in  his  Hifl,  Plant,  p,  680,  gives  an  ac* 
count,  from  his  own  knowledge,  of  the  ede<ds  of  3 
frefh  belladonna  leaf  applied  externally  to  an  ulcer, 
fuppofed  cancerous,  below  the  eye.  He  fays,  “ the 
46  uvea  became  in  one  night  fo  relaxed,  that  it  loft 
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u all  power  of  contraction;  the  pupil,  although 
« expofed  to  the  ftrongeft  light,  continued  dilated 
« to  four  times  its  natural  fize;  but  on  removing 
*c  the  leaf,  the  parts  gradually  recovered  their  tone ; 
C6  the  application  was  repeated  three  feveral  times, 
and  always  produced  the  fame  effe&s.55  The  fola- 
num  has  been  frequently  given  for  the  fame  purpofes 
in  powder  and  in  infufions,  not  only  in  modern  prac- 
tice, but  by  very  old  writers  on  cancerous  complaints. 

iEgineta  ordered  a cloth  to  be  feveral  times  folded 
and  dipped  into  the  juice  of  this  plant,  to  be  applied 
to  remove  pains  in  ulcerated  cancers.  So  did  Oriba- 
lius  to  difcufs  fcirrhous  tumours.  Mr.  Gataker,  by 
a great  variety  of  experiments,  conduced  on  the  moft 
laudable  principle,  has  fatisfa&orily  proved,  that  no 
effential  benefit  is  to  be  procured  by  either  fpecies  of 
thefe  plants  in  cancerous  affeClions ; and  has  endea- 
voured to  put  us  on  our  guard  againfl  their  mifchie- 
vous  tendencies. 

t 

The  French  furgeons  in  general  have  been  partial 
to  arfenic  ; and  M.  le  Febure  writes,  that  it  will  dif- 
cufs a fcirrhus,  when  given  internally,  and  be  found 
a fpecific  remedy  even  in  the  open  cancer.  He 
gave  his  powder*  in  as  fmall  dofes  as  the  ftomach 
and  bowels  could  bear,  and  fometimes  in  a watery 

* R Arfenic.  alb.  pur. 

Antimon.  crud.  et  fulphuris  crud.  p.  JE  pulverifentur  fepa- 
fatim,  et  limul  reponantur  in  crucibuluni,  et  urgeantur  igne applicat® 
<*onec  in  maffam  rubram  vitream  abeant. 


* 
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folution.  As  the  Academy  of  Surgeons  at  Paris  did 
not  notice  this  grand  fpecific,  I fufpett  that  its  fuc- 
cefs  did  not  entitle  it  to  any  great  (hare  of  reputation. 

J.  C.  Loder,  profeffor  of  medicine  at  Jenna  in 
U pper-Saxony,  in  a Journal  ofSurgery,  Midwifery, 
and  Medical  Jurifprudence,  publifhed  1 797,  has  given 
fome  cafes  of  a cancerous  nature,  which  were  very 
fuccefsfully  treated  by  an  arfenical  preparation  ; but 
whether  they  were  really  carcenomatous,  or  refem- 
bling  the  cancer  of  the  bread,  fome  furgeons  perhaps 
will  be  difpofed  to  doubt.  That  this  remedy,  from 
what  Mr.  Loder  has  aflerted,  has  a claim  to  attention, 
I readily  admit,  as  furniftiing  proofs  of  its  efficacy  in 
curing  a peculiar  fpecies  of  ulcer  ; yet  it  is  extraor- 
dinary that  fcarcely  any  indance  of  its  fpecific  powers 
for  cancerous  ulcers  of  the  bread  have  been  pro- 
duced. It  has  been  occafionally  employed  for  feveral 
centuries,  and  it  might  reafonably  be  fuppofed,  had  it 
been  found  very  efficacious,  that  it  would  have  been 
brought  more  generally  into  pra&ice.  I have  often 
prefcribed  a folution  of  arfenic,  particularly  as  re- 
commended by  Dr.  Fowler,  to  patients  with  fcirrhous 
tumours  in  the  bread,  who  perfevered  in  its  ufe  for 
a confiderable  length  of  time,  without  having  the 
qonfolation  to  obferve  any  advantages;  and  when  I 
have  employed  it  as  an  external  application  for  can- 
cerous ulcers,  although  with  great  caution,  it  has 
always  produced  pain,  and  evidently  appeared  to  ex* 
afperate  the  difeafe, 
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A publication  by  Dr.  R.  tells  us,  that  “ a recent 
€c  fcirrhus  mull  yield  to  bleedings,  antiphlogiftics, 
*c  metallic  alteratives,  extreme  abftinence  from  fluids, 
cc  and  a proper  diet ; but  the  inveterate  one,  or  fe- 
cc  cond  fpecies,  requires  a long  perfeverance  in  the 
<c  ufe  of  penetrating  aperient  metallic  remedies,  to 
<c  give  an  additional  force  to  the  difeafed  veflels, 
<£  to  refolve  the  vifcid  impa&ed  matter,  or  change 
“ its  quality  and  prepare  it  for  abforption  : and 
cc  thus  gradually  Reduce  the  tumour  by  the  expul- 
“ fion  or  mutation  of  the  caufes ; but  fliould  it 
<c  prove  obflinate,  and  become  the  third  fpecies,  or 
“ occult  cancer,  the  patient  mull  be  contented  with 
“ a precarious  relief  from  medicine  only.”  This 
author  boldly  aflerts,  that  extirpation,  under  any 
circumftances,  or  in  any  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  is  ufelefs 
and  extremely  cruel;  and  this  opinion,  he  declares , is 
confirmed  by  the  mofl  eminent  phyficians  and  fur- 
geons,  ancient  and  modern. 

This  confidence  in  medicine,  and  dogmatical  mode 
of  reafoning,  (if  reafoning  it  can  be  called)  has 
undoubtedly  led  many  unfortunate  women,  affli&ed 
with  fcirrhous  afle&ions,  into  a ftate  of  extreme 
mifery.  The  Do&or’s  theory  will  not  permit  me 
to  allow  him  a large  (hare  of  profeflional  credit  on 
this  fubjeft ; yet  I will  admit,  that  his  obfervation, 
as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  ancients,  has  the  fhadow  of 
truth  on  its  fide;  but  their  mode  of  extirpation 
ought  to  be  adverted  to  particularly,  and  I hope 
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the  Do<ftor  will  forgive  me,  if  I clearly  refute  that 
part  of  his  aflertion  refpe&ing  modern  practice. 

Mr.  Fearon,  in  a late  publication,  has  very  ftrenu- 
oufly  recommended  frequent  bleedings  for  fcirrhous 
indurations  of  the  breaft,  and  principally  by  leeches 
applied  to  the  part  affe&ed;  and  this  treatment  is  to  be 
affifted  by  a proper  light  diet.  It  would  have  been  a 
fortunate  difcovery,  if  this  pra&ice  could  have  been 
fupported  on  the  evidences  of  feveral  confirmed  cafes 
of  a real  fcirrhous  difpofition  ; but  he  has  given  us, 
fuch  as  they  were,  only  one  or  two  infiances  of  his 
fuccefs.  Although  this  pra&ice,  in  cafes  of  real 
fcirrhi  of  the  breaft,  was  not  congenial  with  the  opi- 
nion formed  by  me  of  the  nature  and  obftinacy  of 
thefe  complaints;  yet  his  profefiional  reputation  in- 
duced me  to  purfue  a method,  which  by  his  account 
had  proved  efficacious,  but  my  hopes  were  difap- 
pointed.  It  is  a fa<ft,  that  occafional  bleedings  by 
leeches  from  the  part  affe&ed  will  afluage  the  un- 
eafinefs  produced  by  an  inveterate  fcirrhus,  and  in  a 
few  inftances  mitigate  the  fyrnptoms  for  feveral  days, 
but  a diminution  of  the  tumour  never  fucceeded  by 
tliofe  means  under  my  obfervation ; yet  I fhall  be 
happy  to  be*  convinced  by  the  future  praftice  of 
others,  that  fuch  treatment  can  eradicate  a fcirrhus, 
(properly  fo  called)  by  unloading  the  veffels  and 
promoting  abforption,  and  will  with  them  be  con- 
tented with  the  importance  of  the  fa<ft,  leaving  the 
folution  to  phyfiologifts. 


. t 23  ] 

% 

Many  partial  affe&ions  of  the  breaft,  improperly 
called  fcirrhous  tumours,  I have  difperfed  by  medical 
treatment  and  a proper  attention  to  diet  j my  objeft 
was  to  unload  the  fyftem,  by  keeping  the  bowels  in  a 
proper  (late,  and  by  having  recourfe  to  occaflonal 
blood-letting,  when  I fuppofed  too  great  a fullnefs 
in  the  habit.  I afterwards  employed  an  aqueous  fo- 
lution  of  the  fal*  amnion*  for  the  purpofe  of  flight 
flimulation,  and  have  generally  found  it  anfwer  my 
intentions  ; but  I never  fufpe&ed  thefe  cafes  had  any 
tendency  to  a fcirrhous  difpofition. 

Eleftricity  has  lately  been  employed  for  the  dif- 
cuflion  of  fcirrhous  tumours,  and  a few  inflances  in 
private  pra£tice  have  been  related  of  its  powerful 
effects ; but  I apprehend  that  fome  gentlemen  have 
miftaken  other  affeftions  for  fcirrhi.  I have  found 
ele&ricity  of  the  mod  effential  fervice  in  many  cafes 
which  had  been  declared  fcirrhous,  and  were  I dif- 
pofed  to  feek  profeflional  fame  by  finefle,  1 could 
adduce  a mafs  of  evidence  in  fupport  of  this  treat- 
ment. The  three  following  Cafes  are  fele&ed  from 
many  others,  in  which  ele&ricity  happily  fucceeded 
for  very  obvious  reafons  \ thefe,  I had  previoufly 
declared,  had  no  cancerous  tendency,  in  opposition 
to  feveral  flrmly  decided  opinions* 
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u Mr.  C , from  the  neighbourhood  of  War- 

minfter,  Wilts,  applied  to  me  for  the  cure  of  a 
tumour  in  his  left  bread,  fituated  on  the  inferior 
portion  of  the  mammillary  gland;  it  was  very  diftimfl, 
as  large  as  a fwan’s  egg,  and  very  hard  to  the  touch 
from  diftention.  I confidered  it  a ftrumous  com- 
plaint, for  the  flruma  of  the  ancients  feem  to  be 
thofe  fcrofulous  tumours  that  were  encyfted.  This 
difeafe  is  produced  in  the  lymphatic  glands,  and  is 
feldom  attended  with  much  uneafinefs  ; but,  from  its 
local  fituation,  generally  creates  fufpicions  of  a can- 
cerous affe&ion.  Before  he  came  to  Bath,  he  had 
confulted  feveral  profeflional  gentlemen,  who  had 
employed  a variety  of  means  to  difperfe  this  tumour, 
but  without  fuccefs ; and  as  every  attempt  had  failed 
both  by  medicine  ‘and  external  applications,  I em- 
ployed electricity,  giving  him,  on  the  part  affeCted, 
two  or  three  hundred  flight  fhocks  every  day.  In 
ten  days  the  tumour  was  confiderably  reduced ; 
from  this  time  abforption  aCted  fo  powerfully,  that  it 
evidently  diminifhed  rapidly,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
a month  he  returned  home,  happy  in  being  freed 
from  a complaint,  which,  for  two  or  three  years, 
had  given  him  very  great  mental  alarm.  Another 
method,  independent  of  ele&ricity,  might  have  re- 
lieved this  gentleman  with  certainty;  I mean  by 
opening  the  cyft,  and  prefling  out  the  gelatinous 
fluid:  but  he  dreaded  an  operation  fo  trivial.” 
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« Mifs  S.  B.  a mod  beautiful  young  lady  from 
Devonlhire,  twenty  years  of  age,  and  rather  of  a full 
habit,  came  to  Bath  for  an  enlargement  of  her  left 
bread,  which  had  been  gradually  encreafing  for  eight 
or  nine  months.  She  did  not  complain  of  much 
pain,  but  found  her  bread  inconveniently  heavy. 
She  had  often  confulted  a medical  gentleman  in  her 
neighbourhood,  who  entertained  drong  fufpicions 
of  a cancerous  affettion,  and  feveral  fubfequent  con- 
futations countenanced  his  opinion.  Mrs.  Tw n, 

a mod  refpe&able  young  married  lady,  hearing  of 
her  didrels,  prevailed  on  her  to  accept  a letter 
of  introdu&ion  to  me  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving 
my  opinion.  On  an  examination  of  her  bread, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  the  affe&ion  was  not  of  a 
cancerous  nature.  She  informed  me,  that  after  hav- 
ing been  dancing,  (he  walked  nearly  a mile  through 
fome  wet  grad  to  her  father’s  houfe ; that  her  bread 
foon  appeared  larger,  her  periodical  difcharges  hav- 
ing entirely  ceafed  from  that  time.  After  I had 
received  the  necellhry  information  refpe&ing  her  cafe, 
fhe,  with  tears  and  great  agitation  of  mind,  defired 
that  I would  candidly  give  her  my  opinion,  as  fhe  came 
prepared  for  any  decifion.  Her  joy  and  fatisfa&ion 
were  inexpredible,  on  my  alluring  her  that  an  opera- 
tion by  the  knife  was  unnecedary,  and  that  die  might 
reafonably  expe<d  to  return  to  her  friends  in  perfect 
health  in  a month  ; and  fhe  had  my  requed  to  inform 
them  by  the  evening’s  pod,  which  fhe  did,  with  the 
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tnmod  confidence  in  my  opinion.  I employed  elec- 
tricity round  the  pelvis,  which  I repeated  daily,  and 
within  a week  produced  a very  copious  uterine  dif- 
charge ; the  ufual  period  having  ceafed,  I examined  the 
bread,  and  found  it  very  confiderably  reduced.  This 
circumflance  very  pointedly  thews  the  drong  fympathy 
between  the  breads  and  uterus;  for  mendruation 
having  been  fuppreffed,  a morbid  affe&ion  immedi- 
ately takes  place  in  the  bread  ; nihil  fieri  fine  caufd 
potefi  ; the  uterine  difeharge  being  again  promoted, 
i the  bread  becomes  free  of  diforder.  I then  ordered 
three  grains  of  calomel  with  five  of  rhubarb,  to  be 
taken  every  other  day  ; in  addition  to  this  treatment, 
I applied  two  hundred  very  flight  ele&rical  fhocks  to 
the  bread  every  morning.  In  a month  {he  returned 
into  Devondiire  perfe&ly  well,  to  the  great  fatisfac- 
tion  of  all  who  had  the  pleafure  of  knowing  her.*' 

“ A LADY,  the  wife  of  a general  officer,  about  40 
years  of  age,  rather  ludy,  and  of  a cheerful  difpofi- 
tion,  difeovered  a final  1 tumour  in  her  right  bread, 
for  which  the  cicuta  was  preferibed  by  her  phyfician 
in  London  ; who  alfo  enforced  a very  abdemious 
diet,  and  occafionally  ordered  the  application  of 
leeches  to  the  part  affefted.  This  treatment  did  not 
reduce  the  tumour,  and  a furgeon  was  confulted,  who 
fufpefted  the  exidence  of  a feirrhus,  and  recom- 
mended extirpation  ; but  as  the  lady  did  not  find  her 
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complaint  at  all  troublefome,  {he  pofitively  refufed 
fubmiflion  to  their  opinions.  A few  months  after- 
wards (lie  came  to  Bath,  and  confulted  me.  I found 
a tumour  nearly  as  large  as  a hen’s  egg,  very  move- 
able,  and  free  from  that  hardnefs  which  attends  a 
true  fcirrhus.  She  allured  me,  that  {lie  had  never 
felt  any  (hooting  pains  or  any  degree  of  tendernefs. 
I propofed  warm  fomentations  with  a folution  of 
fal.  amnion . every  morning  and  evening ; and  imme- 
diately afterwards  I gave  two  or  three  hundred  flight 
electrical  fliocks  from  one  extremity  of  the  tumour 
to  the  other.  In  ten  days  the  tumour  was  evidently 
reduced,  and  in  three  weeks  the  cure  was  complete.’* 


As  I entertain  no  very  favourable  opinion  of  the 
treatment  for  real  fcirrhi  of  the  bread  by  medicine, 
diet,  or  topical  applications,  it  may  be  expe&ed  that  I 
fhould  give  my  opinion  refpecling  the  formation  and 
progrefs  of  a fcirrhus.  In  the  very  early  ftages  of 
this  difeafe,  the  evidences  of  its  exiftence  are  ex- 
tremely obfcure,  being  attended  by  little  or  no 
uneafinefs ; but  by  placing  a finger  on  the  affe&ed 
part,  a fmall  tumour  may  be  diftinCUy  felt ; it  com- 
mences with  a depofition  of  lymph,  (not  of  any  pecu- 
liar adventitious  quality)  the  common  fecretion  from 
the  fubftance  of  the  gland,  which,  being  retained,  gra- 
dually accumulates,  and  becomes  vitiated.  A general 
opinion  has  prevailed,  that  thefe  fluids  become  in- 


fpiflfated,  becaufe  tumours  of  this  kind  are  obferved 
to  acquire  a confiderable  degree  of  hardnefs  ; but 
this  circumftance  depends  on  the  great  diftention  of 
innumerable  fine  convoluted  vefifels  containing  the 
obftru&ed  fluids,  which  produces  a difeafe  in  their 
organic  compofition.  The  general  caufe  is  extra- 
vafation  from  contufion,  bringing  on  inflammation 
without  terminating  in  fuppuration,  it  has  fometimes 
been  fufpe&ed  to  originate  fpontaneoufly  ; but  I 
have  generally  brought  my  patients  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  having  on  fome  occafion  received  an  injury  on 
the  bread  afte&ed.  By  its  continuance,  the  tumour 
becomes  larger  and  harder,  and  flight  momentary 
fhooting  pains  are  frequently  felt,  which  probably 
are  occafioned  by  the  rupture  of  fome  of  the  minute 
vefifels;  and  the  ceflfationfbf  pain  may  depend  on  the 
ftri&ures  being  removed.  As  the  difeafe  advances, 
fome  flinging  and  flightly  burning  fenfations  are  felt, 
probably  by  the  impafted  fluids  becoming  highly 
acrimonious.  By  an  increafed  difeafed  a<flion,  cells 
are  formed  in  the  fubftance  of  the  gland,  (though 
not  encyfted)  containing  ayellowifh  fluid  ; but  in  the 
mofl  advanced  ftages,  they  are  ufually  filled  by  a 
vifcid  pus:  in  this  date  the  lancinating  pains  become 
lefs  alarming,  but  the  burning  fenfations  increafe  in 
feverity.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  on  examining- 
tumours  which  I had  extirpated,  I difcovered  a radi- 
ated fubftance  from  the  body  of  the  tumour,  diverging 
confiderably  towards  the  integuments,  which  had 
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produced  a difeafed  aftion,  attachment,  decoloura- 
tion, and  at  length  ulceration.  As  the  medical 
treatment  for  cancerous  complaints  of  the  bread,  even 
in  their  milder  dages,  feems  to  be  derived  from  fpe- 
culative  opinions,  a queflion  of  the  utmod  importance 
is  fuggeded: — 

Is  a feirrhus  or  an  incipient  cancer,  a difeafe  of 
the  habit  generally  ; or  is  it  a local  affe&ion? 

A correct  decifion  on  this  very  intereding  point  will 
determine  the  great  quedion  of  the  propriety  of  extir- 
pation of  feirrhous  tumours  of  the  bread.  It  clearly 
appears  to  me,  that  a feirrhus,  which  might  ultimately 
become  a cancer,  is  a local  complaint ; but  by  a dif- 
eafed progrefs,  the  habit  may  be  contaminated  by 
abforption  from  it:  yet  a feirrhus  may  exid  a confider- 
able  length  of  time,  before  contamination  is  effe&ed  ; 
therefore  extirpation  is  advifable,  and  might  be  fuc- 
cefsfully  employed  before  that  event  has  commenced. 

M.  le  Dran  fuppofed  that  a certain  fluid  capable 
of  communicating  a cancerous  affe&ion,  was  always 
floating  in  the  conditution,  and  at  lad  depofited  in 
fome  glandular  fubdance.  But  even  admitting  this 
fuppofition  to  be  a fa<d,  it  ought  not  to  be  a valid 
objection  to  extirpation,  when  it  is  found  to  be  fixed 
and  impa&ed  in  a gland.  It  is  mod  probable,  that 
he  was  induced  to  believe  the  primary  exidence  of 
fuch  a leaven  or  adventitious  matter  in  the  conditu- 
tion, from  the  frequent  returns  of  the  difeafe  after 
extirpation  had  been  made  too  late , 
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The  fame  idea  (and  probably  from  the  fame  caufes) 
feems  to  have  made  a ftrong  impreflion  on  the  mind 
of  the  late  much-refpedted  Dr.  Monro,  who  believed 
that  a perfeft  cure  was  feldom  or  ever  to  be  ex- 
pe&ed  by  extirpation.  He  recorded  the  fituations 
of  nearly  fixty  unhappy  patients  with  cancerous 
complaints  who  had  fubmitted  to  the  operation,  yet 
three  or  four  only  remained  free  of  the  difeafe  at  the 
expiration  of  two  years.  Thefe  very  unfavourable  cir- 
cumftances  he  attributed  to  a previous  conflitutional 
difpofition  towards  this  complaint;  and  obferved,  that 
the  difeafe  returned  with  greater  violence,  and  made 
a more  rapid  progrefs  on  thofe,  than  it  did  on  others 
who  had  not  fubmitted  to  the  operation.  Being  per- 
plexed by  his  want  of  fuccefs,  and  flill  anxious  to 
difeharge  his  duty  in  fociety,  as  a humane  man  and 
good  phyfician,  he  propofed  the  following  queftion: 
€<  Ought  cancerous  tumours  to  be  extirpated,  or 
<c  fhould  the  palliative  treatment  only  be  purfued, 
cc  when  they  cannot  be  refolved  ?’* 

A detail  of  cafes  fo  extremely  unfuccefsful,  and 
under  Dr.  Monro’s  own  management,  rationally  in- 
cites an  invefligation  on  this  ferious  fubjeft;  for  the 
opinions  of  two  men  of  the  firft  profeifional  abili- 
ties, and  the  too  general  idea  of  a conflitutional 
difpofition  towards  this  complaint,  mufl  have  fre- 
quently deterred  patients  from  fubmitting  to  the  ufe 
of  the  knife  ; and  confequently  their  being  freed 
from  a difeafe,  in  which  every  pofhble  means  yet  dif- 
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covered,  had  failed  of  proving  fuccefsful.  The  opinion 
of  Dr.  Monro,  who  held  fo  high  rank  in  his  profef- 
fion  as  an  anatomift  and  furgeon,  eventually  produced 
that  difcredit  which  prevailed  on  extirpation;  for  his 
deferved  reputation  procured  him  the  moft  doubtful 
cafes,  fuch  as  either  by  the  prejudices  of  individual 
furgeons,  or  rather  from  the  timidity  of  the  patients, 
were  arrived  to  that  ftage  as  to  have  produced  a 
taint  in  the  conftitution,  and  then  Dr.  Monro  was 
pointed  out  as  the  only  man  from  whom  any  relief 
could  be  expe&ed;  fo  that  no  fair  inference  can  be 
drawn  from  the  refult  of  fuch  experience,  except 
that  there  is  very  little  chance  of  fuccefs  from  extir- 
pation in  the  more  advanced  ftages  of  cancer.  But 
it  is  a certain  fa&,  that  very  few  on  whom  I have 
performed  extirpation,  have  ever  experienced  any 
return  of  the  complaint.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
infmuate  any  difrefpeft  to  his  opinion  or  treatment ; 
I,  by  my  own  fuccefs,  only  mean  to  prove  that  a can- 
cerous taint  feldom  (or  probably  never)  occurs,  but 
in  confequence  of  the  virus  being  abforbed  into  the 
fyftem  from  an  old  local  affe&ion,  and  contamination 
produced  by  long  difeafed  a&ion. 

Dr.  Monro’s  obfervation,  that  this  complaint  be- 
came more  violent,  and  made  a quicker  progrefs 
after  extirpation,  can  not  be  a valid  obje&ion  to  the 
operation  under  favourable  circumftances ; but  rather 
an  additional  incitement  to  it  at  a more  early  period 
*)f  the  difeafe  than  generally  takes  place;  and  this 
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reaion  alone,  in  my  opinion,  mud  appear  Wronger 
than  any  that  has  been  adduced  againd  it ; although 
M.  le  Dran,  and  many  others  of  great  profeffional 
reputation,  have  thought  differently,  from  their  want 
of  fuccefs : but  in  defperate  cafes,  juch  as  often  fall 
to  the  (hare  of  men  the  mod  diftinguifhed,  it  mull 
often  happen  , that  contamination  had  taken  place,  or 
that  the  difeafe  was  become  fo  extenfive,  that  fome 
part  unfortunately  remained  after  the  operation,  and 
then  an  additional  inflammation  and  difeafed  aftion 
haftened  a progrefs  which  probably  would  have  been 
flow,  if  left  undiflurbed. 

Mr.  Hill,  a furgeon  at  Dumfries,  North-Britain, 
extirpated  from  the  bread  forty-five  fcirrhous  tu- 
mours ; and  all  his  patients,  except  five,  remained 
free  of  the  difeafe.  This  extraordinary  fuccefs  made 
people  apply  to  him  from  all  parts  of  the  country ; 
ieveral  of  whom,  after  delaying  till  there  was  little 
probability  of  a cure  by  the  operation,  forced  him 
to  attempt  it  in  oppofition  to  his  own  judgment 
and  inclination,  and  confequently  the  proportion  of 
thofe  effectually  cured  became  much  lefs ; yet  five  in 
fix  of  his  patients,  under  the  mod  difcouraging  circum- 
flances,  lived  as  long  after  the  operation  as,  according 
to  the  bills  of  mortality,  they  would  have  been 
entitled  to  expeft  had  they  never  been  troubled  with 
cancerous  affe&ions,  or  undergone  any  operation  for 
the  fame.  And  my  own  experience,  'which  has  been 
extenfive  during  thirty  years  practice,  judifies  me  in 
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faying,  that  a fmall  fra&ion  only,  above  one  in  thirty 
patients,  ever  had  any  return  of  the  difeafe,  in  any 
fhape  whatever,  after  they  had  fubmitted  to  the 
operation.  In  five  cafes  only,  from  one  hundred  and 
thirty-fix  patients,  have  I been  unfuccefsful.  It  mud 
be  fuppofed,  that  a furgeon  fometimes  a&s  contrary 
to  his  own  judgment,  and  even  rifks  his  reputation 
on  the  confequences  of  an  unpromifing  operation, 
when  it  is  the  only  pofiible  means  of  checking  the 
approaches  of  inevitable  death,  or  of  fatisfying  the 
wifiies  of  thofe  nearly  connected  to  the  patients,  who 
eagerly  feize  every  occafion  of  encouraging  the 
hopes  of  the  affii&ed. 

Thofe  who  contend  for  a pre-difpofition  in  the 
conftitution,  rnuft  furely  be  at  a lofs  to  account  for 
fo  many  remaining  perfectly  well  after  the  difeafed 
part  has  been  removed ; for  if  it  really  did  exifi:  in 
the  habit,  the  operation  could  only  palliate  or  pro- 
craftinate,  and  fooner  or  later  a relapfe  would  recur. 
The  opinions  urged  by  men  of  great  refpedtability, 
that  it  is  a conftitutional  difeafe,  from  inferences  I 
think  not  fairly  admifiible,  co-operating  with  the 
fears  of  the  afflicted,  have  been  productive  of  great 
mifchief,  and  have  fubjedted  unfortunate  people  to  all 
the  confequent  miferies  of  a cancer;  which  might,  by 
a little  reflexion  and  refolution,  have  been  avoided. 
Certainly  many  cafes  in  the  far  advanced  flages  of 
difeafe  would  render  any  mode  of  extirpation  ufclefs, 
and  an  adt  of  cruelty ; but  I do  afTert,  that  were  the 
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operation  to  take  place  as  Toon  as  fuch  fcirrliofities 
(as  by  their  nature  might  be  known  would  terminate 
in  cancer)  make  their  appearances,  a return  of  the 
difeafe  would  be  a very  rare  occurrence  indeed  ; but 
when  this  has  been  delayed,  till  an  extenfive  difeafed 
action  has  taken  place,  and  the  lymphatic  glands 
become  affecled  by  abforption,  fuccefs  cannot  be 
expe&ed,  nor  ought  it  to  be  inferred  that  there  was 
originally  a cancerous  difpofition  in  the  conflitution. 

M.  le  Cat,  of  Rouen,  preferred  a diflertation  on 
cancers  to  the  Academy  of  Surgeons  at  Paris,  in 
which  he  is  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  extirpation  by 
the  knife  is  the  only  remedy  to  be  depended  on  ; 
r.eje&ing  the  aelufive  aid  too  often  expe&ed  by  me- 
dical treatment,  where  a radical  cure  is  attempted  ; 
and  recommending  fubmiffion  to  the  operation,  even 
under  any  circumftances. 

It  will  be  readily  conceived,  that  his  attempts  in 
fome  cafes  mud  have  been  unfortunate ; but  his  fuc- 
cefs in  many  others,  even  where  the  lymphatic  glands 
appeared  to  be  difeafed,  from  a caufe  which  he 
does  not  feem  to  have  properly  invedigated,  made 
him  much  too  fanguine  in  favour  of  extirpation. 
Although  the  lymphatic  glands  will  become  difeafed, 
if  a feirrhus  of  the  bread  be  too  long  negle&ed;  yet 
tliofe  in  the  axilla,  as  well  as  others  didributed  in 
the  adipofe  membrane,  are  fometimes  enlarged  from 
iympathy,  and  will  recover  their  healthy  (late  on  re- 
moval of  the  cancerous  tumour  j but  this  didin&ion 
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ftiould  be  made  with  great  caution  ; as  generally 
the  progrefs  of  a cancer  is  afcertained  by  the  extent 
to  which  the  lymphatics  in  the  vicinity  are  affe&ed. 
This  hate  of  the  lymphatics,  I mean  when  fimply 
affedted  by  a proximate  inflammation,  did  not  im- 
mediately engage  his  attention,  and  therefore  led  him 
inadvertently  to  fnppofe,  (becaufe  he  was  often  fuc- 
cefsful  by  the  operation)  that  we  ought  not  to  be 
difcouraged  by  any  circumfhince ; but  when  an  inve- 
terate fcirrhous  tumour  is  found  to  be  attended  by 
very  fevere  lancinating  pains  and  preternatural  heat, 
with  an  attachment  to  the  integuments,  efpecially  if 
they  are  very  tenfe,  in  an  irritable  hate,  and  dif- 
coloured  j or  if  the  nipple  be  reverted,  with  a partial 
copper-coloured  tinge  around  it,  or  on  any  part  of  the 
breah,  with  large  and  hardened  glands  in  the  axilla, 
extreme  caution  is  neceffary  in  giving  a favourable 
fentiment  of  the  operation.  Yet  under  circumhances 
lefs  threatening  than  thefe,  my  opinion  is,  that  all 
cauhic  applications  would  be  improperly  employed, 
becaufe  they  are  extremely  painful,  and  produce  a 
very  confiderable  additional  inflammation  ; are  un- 
governable in  their  effetts,  and  always  dangerous  in 
their  confequences  $ as  will  be  evident  from  the  fol- 
lowing cafe : — 

1 f, 

“ A LADY,  the  wife  of  a Captain  in  the  Royal 
Navy,  applied,  in  the  year  1 7 97,  to  a quack  for  relief 
in  a difeafed  breah.  From  the  account  (he  gave  of  her 
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Complaint  when  {lie  firft  came  to  Bath,  it  certainly  was 
a fmall  fcirrhus.  This  man  told  her  it  was  a cancer, 
and  immediatelyapplied  a cauftic,  which  produced,  on 
the  fourth  day,  a very  fuperficial  {lough  of  the  inte- 
guments only : he  then  aflured  his  patient  that  the 
cancer  was  drawn  out , and  {lie  received  the  congratu- 
lations of  her  friends.  This  {lough  was  preferved 
in  fpirits,  as  a proof  of  the  infallibility  of  his  noftrum. 
A few  days  afterwards,  while  he  was  dreffing  the 
fore,  the  Lady  difcovered  that  the  lump  {till  remained. 
He  applied  another  cauftic  on  the  fore,  which,  from 
thefevere  pain  it  gave  her,  {he  compelled  him  to  re- 
move on  the  following  day.  Her  pains  now  became 
more  intolerable,  and  her  hufband  urged  her  to  difmifs 
this  illiterate  man,  that  fome  perfon  better  qualified 
might  be  confulted ; but  his  aftefrionate  attentions 
were  fruitlefs,  from  the  officious  interference  of 
fome  neighbours,  whofe  affiirances  fo  far  warped  his 
judgment,  as  to  perfuade  him  that  this  man  poffeffed 
very  fuperior  abilities  in  cafes  of  this  kind.  She  was 
fome  weeks  afterwards  tortured  by  a third  cauftic  : 
from  that  time  the  fore  became  offenfive,  and  fpread 
rapidly  with  reverted  edges ; and  from  the  whole 
furface  of  the  fore,  fungous  excrefcencies  began  to 
arife,  which  were  partially  deftroyed  by  cauftics,  or 
cut  off  by  fciffars.  Under  thefe  alarming  circum- 
ftances,  he  {till  promifed  a perfedl  cure,  if  (to  ufe 
his  own  expreffion)  her  refolution  and  ftrength  could 
hold  out  a few  weeks  longer ; but  a profufe  hemor- 
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rhagc  took  place,  which  confounded  her  doctor,  as 
he  cpnfeffed  and  expreffed  himfelf  unacquainted  with 
the  means  of  hopping  bleeding  veffels.  Alarmed  at 
her  fituation  from  this  occurrence,  and  being  alfo  in 
a falivation  from  fome  mercurial  medicines,  which 
had  been  adminidered  for  feveral  weeks  before,  to 
fubdue  this  cancerous  dilpodtion,  application  was 
made  to  me,  when  her  cafe  was  truly  deplorable. 

“ My  only  hope  was  to  mitigate  her  fufferings  by 
opiates,  the  application  of  carbonic  acid  gas  to  the 
bread:,  and  by  giving  fulphur  internally  to  correri:  the 
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effects  of  mercury,  and  to  give  a proper  tempera- 
ment of  body.  I alfo  interdicted  her  allowance  of 
wine,  and  enforced  a light  nutritive  diet.  Thefe  inten- 
tions were  generally  anfwered,  but  did  not  eflentially 
recruit  her  ftrength,  as  (he  foon  died  tabid,  without 
any  degree  of  uneafinefs.” 

The  progrefs  of  a fcirrhus  may  be  retarded  by  oc- 
cafional  evacuants,  aflided  by  a proper  diet,  and  a 
careful  abftinence  from  every  thing  which  might  in- 
creafe  arterial  a&ion  ; for  where  the  conditution  is 
delicate  and  the  general  habit  irritable,  an  increafed 
arterial  a&ion,  by  whatever  means  excited,  will  fur- 
prifingly  exafperate  the  (late  of  a fcirrhus. 

I have  been  very  refpe&ably  informed,  that  two 
women  who  were  unfortunately  placed  under  the 
treatment  of  a quack,  were  by  him  recommended, 
whild  the  cauftics  remained  on  their  breads,  to  drink 


r ] 

freely  of  fpirits  to  counteract  fenfibility  ; which 
caufed  a continued  (late  of  flight  intoxication,  fuc- 
ceeded  by  convulfions,  that  carried  them  off  in  a tew 
days.  When  it  is  determined  that  extirpation  is  to 
take  place,  it  fhould  be  effected  by  the  knife,  in  pre- 
ference to  any  cauftic  compofition;  and  I fliall  advance 
fuch  reafons  as,  I trufl,  will  acquit  me  of  prejudice. 
The  aCtion  of  every  cauftic  is  infinitely  more  intoler- 
able than  the  temporary  pain  given  by  the  knife, 
cfpecially  when  the  tumour  is  large  and  deeply  feated ; 
more  fubftance  is  deftroyed  by  them  than  neceffary 
for  its  removal,  independent  of  the  great  probability 
of  leaving  fome  difeafed  part  behind,  exclufive  of 
their  exciting  another  difeafed  aCtion,  fuperadded  to 
the  arterial  aCtion  of  the  original  difeafe ; and  after 
having  partially  effected  their  office,  they  leave  the 
fore  expofed,  with  an  uneven  furface,  in  a very  irri- 
table flate  for  many  weeks,  and  fometimes  months. 
But  I might  pofitively  affert,  that  repeated  cauftics 
will  not  deftroy  the  whole  fubftance  of  a deep-feated 
feirrhus;  nor  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  they  are  capable 
of  drawing  out  the  difeafed  parts,  if  a due  exercife 
be  made  of  our  own  reafon. 

But  as  the  treatment  of  feirrhous  tumours  and 
cancers  of  the  breaft  by  cauftics  or  platters  is  now 
purfued  by  ignorant  and  daring  empirics,  I anxioufly 
intreat  the  unfortunate  to  examine  with  fcrupulous 
nicety  the  refult  of  their  practice,  and  not  receive 
as  real  faCts  the  pofitive  affertions  which  are  made. 
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however  flrongly  certified  ; that  reafon  and  truth  may 
be  fupported,  and  bale  imp  editions  (countenanced 
by  credulity)  be  dete&ed. 

Thirty  years  ago,  it  was  the  general  pra&ice  with 
furgeons,  in  the  operation  for  feirrhous  tumours  of 
the  bread,  to  make  a large  double  incifion,  to  have 
a riddance  of  a fuppofed  fuperfluous  quantity  of  inte- 
guments; the  wound  was  then  filled  with  dry  lint,  and 
allowed  to  remain  feveral  days,  which  certainly  dif- 
ftended  the  affe&ed  part,  and  added  confiderably  to 
the  attendant  inflammation ; the  wound  was  after- 
wards llowly  healed  by  granulations.  During  my 
attendance  at  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital,  London,  I ad- 
dreffed  the  late  Mr.  Elfe  (whofe  abilities  were  highly 
refpe&ed  by  thofe  who  knew  him)  on  this  fubjeft, 
and  prefumed  to  offer  fome  reafons  for  employing  the 
fingle  incifion  only.  Firft,  that  fome  pain  might  be 
avoided  ; and  fecondly,  that  the  wound  might,  in 
much  lefs  time,  be  healed  by  the  firfl  intention. 

In  fome  different  operations  at  that  period,  the 
integuments  were  carefully  preferved ; and  why  they 
were  not  in  operations  on  the  breaft,  I could  not  con- 
ceive. Yet  no  pra&ical  writer  on  this  fubjeft,  or 
operator  at  that  time,  had  been  fufficiently  attentive 
to  this  interefling  circumflance  ; for  it  is  evident  to 
me,  that  in  few  operations  whatever,  (that  of  the 
teflis  excepted)  the  integuments  cannot  afford  us 
more  affiflance.  Every  well-informed  furgeon  knows 
what  is  meant  by  the  union  of  parts  by  the  firfl  in- 
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tention;  a kind  office  nature  is  ever  ready  to  per- 
form for  us,  if  {he  meet  with  no  oppofition  ; and  we 
ought  to  recolleft,  that  the  integuments,  although 
they  may  appear  flaccid  and  fuperfluous,  flill  poflefs  a 
contra&ile  power,  and  will,  if  brought  very  fmoothly 
over  the  wound,  and  properly  retained  there,  readily 
recover  their  tonic  properties,  and  will  unite  with 
the  parts  they  were  intended  to  cover,  as  alfo  to 
each  other,  if  no  extraneous  body  intervene.  I 
wifli  to  be  underftood,  that  this  procefs  fhould  be 
adopted  only  where  the  integuments  do  not  partake 
of  the  original  difeafe ; which  unfavourable  occur- 
rence may  be  readily  difcovered  by  their  adheflon  to 
the  tumour,  indurated  hate,  difcolouration,  or  any 
other  unhealthy  appearance ; under  this  circum- 
ftance,  it  will  be  requifite  and  proper  to  employ  the 
double  incifion. 

The  firft  attempt  to  improve  this  operation  was 
by  the  crucial  incifion,  to  preferve  the  integuments : 
but  this  method  creates  a very  confiderable  degree  of 
pain,  and  prolongs  the  operation  : where  the  inte- 
guments are  not  attached  or  difeafed,  it  muff  be 
unneceflary ; and  where  they  are,  it  {hould  not  be 
adooted,  for  reafons  which  I have  juft  advanced — for 
thefe  flaps  or  pendulous  fubftances  cannot  always 
be  fo  conveniently  difpofed  of  as  could  be  wiffied  ; 
but  were  they  managed  with  the  beft  poffible  ad- 
drefs,  they  would  not  allow  fuch  advantages  as  are 
evident  by  the  Angle  incifion.  It  is  fmcerely  to  be; 
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lamented,  that  the  operation  by  the  knife  fhould  be 
fo  much  dreaded  by  patients,  and  that  their  fears 
fhould  impel  them  to  hope  for  relief  from  illiterate 
impoftors ; who,  w'hilft  they  traduce  thofe  practi- 
tioners, who  ufe  the  only  rational  means  to  effect  a 
cure,  ignorantly  employ  remedies  infinitely  more  fe- 
vere,  tedious,  dangerous,  and  fallacious.  For  in  the 
early  flages  of  this  complaint,  where  extirpation  has 
taken  place,  the  patient  has  always  experienced  infi- 
nitely lefs  pain  than  had  been  expected  ; becaufe  the 
breaft,  from  its  peculiar  flru&ure,  having  a very  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  adipofe  membrane,  is  more 
devoid  of  mufcular  fibres  (with  which  the  nerves 
always  aflociatc)  than  any  other  part  of  he  human 
frame:  confequently,  the  pain  experienced  under 
this  operation  is  truly  much  lefs  than  had  been  fup- 
pofed,  notwithffanding  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the 
parts;  and  could  an  appeal  be  made  with  propriety 
to  thofe  ladies  who  have  undergone  it,  they  wrould 
cheerfully  confirm  my  affertion. 

For  the  performance  of  the  operation,  it  will 
be  needlefs  to  deferibe  any  particular  fituation  in 
which  the  patient  fhould  be  placed.  But  having 
her  conveniently  feated  on  a fiool,  allowing  her  to 
recline  againfi:  an  attendant,  with  necefiary  caution 
againfl  fudden  oppofition,  the  arm  being  placed  a 
little  backwards,  that  the  Jldn  may  not  be  in  a flaccid 
ftate,  an  incifion  fhould  be  made,  either  tranfverfely 
pr  longitudinally,  as  circumftances  may  require. 
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through  the  fkin  a little  beyond  the  extremities  of 
the  tumour,  which  fliould  be  detached  on  each  fide 
from  the  adipofe  membrane,  then  place  the  left 
hand  to  fupport  the  tumour,  employing  the  fore- 
finger to  direft  the  knife,  and  to  afcertain  the  extent 
of  the  difeafed  mafs,  which  fliould  be  removed  with 
as  much  of  the  adipofe  membrane  as  is  attached  to 
it;  an  aflift ant’s  fingers  muft  be  placed  on  the  mouths 
of  any  arterial  branches  which  may  be  divided,  till 
they  can  be  fecured  by  ligatures.  The  blood  is  then 
to  be  cleared  from  the  wound,  the  integuments  are 
to  be  brought  fmoothly  into  contact  with  the  part 
intended  to  be  covered,  and  confined  by  flips  of  ad- 
hefive  plafter,  over  which  fome  dry  lint  is  to  be 
placed,  (that  the  plafters  may  not  be  difengaged  by 
any  dreflings  of  an  unflious  quality)  and  bound  on 
by  a fine  flannel  double-headed  roller;  to  make  it  fit 
perfectly  eafy,  and  capable  of  fufpending  the  lower 
part  of  the  bread,  it  mufl  be  applied  with  fome 
addrefs,  particularly  when  the  incifion  is  made  tranf* 
verfely.  I give  a preference  to  the  longitudinal 
incifion,  where  it  can  be  conveniently  made,  as  I think 
the  integuments  can  be  more  eafily  brought  into 
contaft,  with  an  equal  facility  for  fecuring  them,  and 
a dependent  drain  is  obtained  for  that  difeharge 
which  always  takes  place  for  fome  days. 

That  adhefion  will  readily  take  place  betwixt  parts 
recently  divided,  is  now  generally  known ; and  in 
fome  inflances,  if  the  parts  be  cpnftituted  of  different 
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fubftances,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  after  what  my 
late  friend  Mr.  John  Hunter  has  proved  refpefting 
inflammatory  exudation;  and  it  is  evident,  that  nature 
is  always  difpofed  to  produce  this  adheflve  inflamma- 
tion, where  the  conftitution  is  good,  if  not  oppofed 
by  our  too  officious  treatment.  After  the  patient  is  in 
bed,  with  the  arm  placed  in  a relaxed  pofltion,  and 
kept  free  from  motion  on  a pillow,  I generally  order 
a flight  anodyne  to  be  taken,  and  recommend  a 
light  nutritive  diet,  not  chufing  to  allow  animal  food 
or  wine  till  after  the  firft  or  fecond  drefling,  (an 
interval  of  four  or  five  days;)  proper  attention  fhould 
alfo  be  paid  to  the  ftate  of  the  bowels.  Should 
much  difeharge  be  found  lodged  under  the  lips  of 
the  inciflon,  it  mufl  be  {lightly  prefled  out,  and  wiped 
off  with  a foft  fponge,  which  may  be  conveniently 
done  in  the  interftices  of  the  flicking  plaflers.  The 
greateft  care  mnft  be  taken,  that  the  lower  part  of 
the  bread  be  properly  fupported  by  an  attendant’s 
hand  during  the  drefling,  and  afterwards  fecured  by 
a proper  application  of  the  roller,  leafl  by  its  gravity 
it  fhould  deftroy  that  feeble  union  which  has  juft  been 
formed.  Let  the  flips  of  adheflve  plafter  be  renewed 
daily,  over  which  any  mild  drefling  may  be  applied, 
till  the  bread  be  perfectly  healed. 

Thefe  minute  circumftances  may  appear  trivial  to 
a fuperfieial  reader ; but  profeflional  fagacity  will 
duly  appreciate  their  value.  Whenever  I have  em- 
ployed the  Angle  inciflon  only,  the  patients  have 
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been  perfectly  well  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  frequently 
in  much  lefs  time  ; and  in  no  fmgle  indance  has  a 
return  of  the  complaint  come  to  my  knowledge. 
When  the  velfels  of  the  integuments  have  a difeafed 
action,  as  may  be  known  by  a difcolouration  and 
hardnefs  of  the  fkin,  with  frequently  a varicous  date 
of  the  veins,  and  an  attachment  to  the  tumour,  as 
no  difeafed  part  lliould  be  allowed  to  remain,  the 
double  incifion  is  abfolutely  necelfary,  and  may  be 
eadly  done  without  much  prolonging  the  operation, 
or  increafmg  the  pain  to  a confiderable  degree,  and 
the  wound  may  generally  be  covered  by  the  inte- 
guments, But  the  lead;  force  (hould  never  be  ufed 
to  bring  them  into  contact,  as  there  is  not  any  danger 
to  be  apprehended  from  having  an  expofed  furface 
to  heal,  even  of  confiderable  extent  ; for  if  the  inte- 
guments are  forcibly  didended,  it  mud:  reafonably  be 
expected  that  they  will  dough,  and  the  fore  will 
become  more  extenfive  and  troublefome.  My  dref- 
fings  on  thefe  occafions,  till  the  granulations  require 
more  detergent  applications,  are  very  fimple;  fuch  as, 
white  wax  diflolved  in  pure  oil  by  a very  moderate 
degree  of  heat.  But  as  mod  furgeons  have  their 
favourite  dreflings,  I {hall  not  prefume  to  enforce 
the  ufe  of  my  own. 

Several  fydematic  writers  on  this  fubjeff  have  re- 
commended iffues  to  be  introduced  before  the  fore  is 
quite  healed ; efpecially,  if  the  feirrhous  affection  were 
conceived  to  originate  from  any  peculiar  determina- 
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tion,  in  confequence  of  a redundancy  of  fluids  in  the 
fyftem,  either  from  a fuppreflion  of  the  menfes,  or 
any  other  caufe : and  that  drains  fliould  be  kept 
open  as  near  as  poflible  to  the  part  from  whence  the 
tumour  had  been  extirpated,  with  a view  to  depurate 
the  conftitu-tion.  But  as  I am  convinced  that  thefe 
affeClions  are,  in  the  early  flages,  merely  local,  and 
that  extirpation  at  a proper  time  will  effectually 
remove  them,  it  muff  be  fuperfluous  to  teafe  the 
patient  with  unneceffary  operations,  attended  w’ith 
additional  pain  and  trouble : and  if  it  could  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  the  conflitution  was  immediately  concerned 
or  affected  in  confequence  of  this  complaint  ; it  muff 
certainly  be  expeCted  that  the  irritation  attendant  on 
an  iffue,  if  directed  on  or  near  the  old  feat  of  a cancer- 
ous fore,  will  be  productive  of  the  greateft  mifehief. 
In  my  opinion,  extirpation  and  iffues  have  not  the 
leaff  affinity  in  producing  the  fame  effect. 

Having  given  my  reafons  for  placing  little  or  no 
dependence  on  medical  treatment  for  feirrhous  tu- 
mours, and  pointed  out  the  impropriety  of  every 
attempt  to  remove  them  by  cauffic  applications,  I do 
aflure  the  public,  that  a fincere  defire  to  be  of  fervice 
to  fociety  has  direCted  my  profeflional  purfuits  on  this 
fubjcCt ; and  I truft  that  the  following  Cafes,  which 
are  candidly  related,  will  fupport  my  opinion,  that  an 
incipient  feirrhus  is  a local  complaint,  and  ought  not 
to  be  confidered  as  a conftitutional  difeafe. 

Many  operations  for  feirrhous  complaints  of  the 
breaff  fell  under  my  management  before  the  year 
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1780  ; but  having  no  minutes  of  thofe  Cafes,  I ftiall 
relate  thofe  that  are  the  mod  intereding  fince  that 
period. 

CASE  I.- — Sept . 1782.  ‘ 

<£  Mrs.  A.,  of  Dorfetfliire,  a married  lady,  twenty- 
fix  years  of  age,  confulted  me  upon  a complaint  in 
her  left  bread.  I found  an  ulcer  on  the  fuperior 
part,  in  a very  vitiated  date,  broader  than  an  half, 
penny,  attended  by  a confiderable  inflammation  which 
aflfe&ed  nearly  the  whole  bread  ; and  immediately 
underneath  this  ulcer  a very  conflderable  tumour^ 
which  I fuppofed  of  a fcirrhous  nature.  She  gave 
me  the  following  datement: — Four  years  ago  die 
accidentally  difcovered  a fmall  lump  in  her  bread? 
but  for  many  months  difregarded  it,  till  die  felt  oc- 
cafioually  fome  fhooting  pains,  for  which  die  was 
advifed  to  wadi  the  part  with  a lotion  recommended 
by  her  apothecary.  A few  months  afterwards,  flic 
was  certain  that  the  tumour  had  increafed,  and  the 
pains  had  become  more  fevere.  She  was  now  alarmed 
by  her  fituation,  and  was  attended  by  her  former 
medical  friend,  who  attempted  to  dedroy  the  tu- 
mour (at  this  time  confiderably  enlarged)  by  caudic 
remedies ; this  painful  treatment  was  purfued  for 
feveral  months.  She  was  then  advifed  by  a phyflcian 
to  employ  an  ointment,*  which  was  faid  to  be  im- 

* This  ointment,  I have  reafon  to  believe,  was  originally  imported 
from  Holland;  but  it  is  now  made  and  fold  in  England  at  a mofl 
extravagant  price.  It  is  compofed  of  the  exprefled  juice  of  green. 
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ported  from  Holland,  as  an  infallible  remedy  for 
cancerous  ulcers : but  it  failing  in  this  indance,  (lie 
again  allowed  her  friend  to  renew  his  cauftics,  who, 
by  his  endeavours  to  relieve  her,  had  enlarged  the 
ulcer,  and  produced  extenfive  inflammation  with  a 
high  degree  of  irritability.  Under  thefe  circum- 
dances,  on  her  applying  to  me,  Idire&ed  a bread 
poultice,  made  with  a flight  Saturnine  folution,  to 
be  applied  in  a cold  hate,  and  renewed  every  three 
hours;  and  alfo  defired,  (lie  would  take  a gentle  dofc 
of  manna  and  falts  ; at  the  fame  time  forbidding 
every  thing  in  her  diet  that  could  pofiibly  flimulate. 
After  purfuing  this  treatment  a few  days,  the  general 
inflammation  had  fubflded,  the  date  of  the  ulcer 
was  in  every  refpecl  better,  (he  became  tolerably 
eafy,  and  earneflly  intreated  me  to  take  out  the  lump. 

“ The  lymphatic  glands  in  the  axilla  were  enlarged 
by  neighbouring  inflammation;  at  lead  I fufpe&ed 
their  being  aifefled  by  that  caufe,  as  ihe  had  nor, 
till  within  ten  or  twelve  days,  difeovered  any  fwel- 
lings  there.  As  the  ulcer  was  fltuated  immediately 
over  the  body  of  the  tumour,  I encompafled  it  by 
a double  inciflon,  and  then  continued  it  finde  a little 
beyond  the  extremities  of  the  feirrhus.  Having 
detached  the  integuments  intended  to  be  preferved, 

bean-pods,  honey,  and  cream,  equal  quantities.  It  certainly  was 
intended  as  a mild  dreffing  for  ulcerated  breafts,  rather  than  as  an 
efficacious  remedy  for  difperfing  feirrhous  tumours,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  it  is  too  often  employed. 
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I removed  both  the  ulcer  and  tumour,  with  all  the 
furrounding  adipofe  membrane.  Having  fecured  two 
or  three  fmall  arterial  branches,  and  cleared  the 
wound  from  the  blood,  I brought  the  detached  inte- 
guments fmoothly  over  the  fore  furface,  and  confined 
them  with  flips  of  flicking  plafler,  then  covered 
the  part  with  lint,  and  applied  the  bandage.  The 
Lady  walked  to  her  bed,  and  had  her  arm  fup- 
ported  on  a pillow  in  a relaxed  pofition.  In  the 
evening  fhe  took  an  anodyne  draught,  although 
flie  did  not  complain  of  much  uneafinefs.  When 
I viflted  her  on  the  following  morning,  (he  had 
flept  well,  and  was  comfortably  eafy.  She  allured 
me,  that  {he  really  experienced  lefs  pain  by  the  ope- 
ration, than  {he  had  fuffered  day  by  day  after  the 
ulcer  had  been  treated  by  the  cauftic  dreffing.  On 
the  fourth  day,  I renewed  the  adheflve  plafters,  as 
they  were  rendered  ufelefs  by  moifture,  and  applied 
the  ufual  dreffing  and  bandage ; two  days  after- 
wards I was  convinced  that  the  integuments  were 
attached,  as  they  remained  fmoothly  in  contaft.  At 
the  expiration  of  the  fecond  week,  her  breaft  was 
perfe&ly  healed,  and  I difcontinued  my  attendance. 

“ In  the  year  1797,  this  lady’s  health  was  good, 
and  her  breaft  perfettly  well,  as  at  that  time  fhe 
brought  her  youngeft  daughter  to  Bath  for  my 
advice.” 
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CASE  I \.—0a.  1782. 

<c  M.  B.,  a Tingle  woman,  forty-three  years  of  age, 
had  a large  fcirrhous  tumour  in  the  fuperior  part  of 
her  right  bread:,  which  was  occafioned  by  a confider- 
able  blow  received  feveral  years  before.  She  had 
long  felt  fevere  darting  pains,  and  as  the  tumour 
increafed  in  fize,  they  became  fo  intolerable  as  to 
interrupt  her  reft  at  night  ; yet  (he  concealed  her 
complaint  from  her  friends  till  her  health  became 
evidently  impaired.  On  the  earned  folicitation  of 
a mod:  refpedtable  lady,  Mrs.  P.,  of  Dorfetfhire, 
whofe  munificence  is  univerfally  didributed  among 
her  indigent  neighbours,  I was  requefted  to  examine 
it.  The  tumour  was  then  as  large  as  a fwan’s  egg, 
incomprelfibly  hard,  irregular  on  its  furface,  appear- 
ing like  a combination  of  leffer  tumours,  and  fixed  ; 
for  adhefion  had  taken  place  with  the  integuments, 
alfo  with  the  pectoral  mufcle.  The  velfels  on  the 
furface  were  varicofe,  and  there  was  a flight  deco- 
louration; but  I could  not  difcover  that  any  lymphatic 
glands  towards  the  axilla  were  difeafed.  I therefore 
advifed  an  immediate  fubmiflion  to  the  operation  ; 
but  (he  firmly  reje&ed  my  advice,  nor  could  the  en- 
treaties of  her  bed  friends  prevail. 

“ Many  months  afterwards,  being  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  her  refidence,I  enquired  for  this  woman, 
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and  was  told  fhe  was  ftill  living,  but  that  her  fitua- 
tion  was  become  very  deplorable.  On  calling  on  her, 
I was  received  with  that  tranfitory  pleafure  which  is 
often  excited  by  hope.  She  was  now  anxious  to 
have  it  taken  out,  and  with  great  eagernefs  prefled 
me  to  do  it.  The  integuments  which  covered  the 
body  of  the  tumour  were  confiderably  difeafed,  but 
as  the  axillary  glands  did  not  allow  me  to  fufpecl  any 
contamination  by  abforption,  I could  not  decline  the 
operation. 

^ I made  an  oval  incifion,  in  a longitudinal  direc- 
tion, to  include  fume  fufpicious  integuments  which  I 
removed  with  the  tumour,  and  a portion  of  the  pec- 
toral mufcle.  Having  fecured  three  arterial  branches 
by  ligatures,  I waited  a lhort  time,  that  the  minute 
veflels  might  contract,  before  1 cleared  the  wound 
from  blood:  I then  brought  the  divided  parts  into 
contact  by  the  aid  of  a bandage  very  iimilar  to  that 
fometimes  employed  for  the  hare-lip,  (but  much 
flronger,  and  as  wide  as  circumflances  may  require.) 
I put  fome  lint  fpread  with  the  white  ointment  over 
that  part  of  her  bread,  and  ordered  her  to  bed, 
where  the  arm  was  kept  in  a relaxed  pofition,  having 
the  elbow  fupported  on  a pillow.  In  the  evening 
flie  took  an  anodyne  draught — and  on  the  following 
morning  feemed  much  refrefhed  by  a good  night’s 
red  ; faid  flie  felt  very  little  uneafinefs,  and  appeared 
cheerful.  On  the  fourth  day,  I removed  the  lint 
drefling,  prefled  out  a little  bloody  difcharge,  (th^ 
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bandage  being  allowed  to  remain  on)  cleaned  the  lips 
of  the  wound  with  a foft  fponge,  and  then  applied 
a tow  platter  fpread  with  the  ointment.  Two  days 
afterwards  I again  examined  her  breatt,  when  the 
difcharge  was  lefs  confiderable,  good  in  colour  and 
confidence  : (he  now  had  fufficient  natural  fleep,  and 
ate  her  food  with  an  appetite.  From  this  time  1 had 
her  breatt  d retted  every  day  ; and  on  the  eleventh 
from  the  operation,  an  union  of  the  parts  had  taken 
place  fo  completely,  that  I laid  afide  the  bandage,  and 
fubttituted  flips  of  adhefive  platter,  (by  way  of  pre- 
caution) and  allowed  her  to  walk  where  {he  wiflied, 
(having  her  arm  in  a fling)  to  recruit  her  ftrength  and 
health.  On  the  eighteenth  day,  (he  was  perfe&ly 
Well.” 


CASE  III. — May  1783. 


THE  following  Cafe  is  related,  not  becaufe  there 
are  any  extraordinary  circumftances,  but  merely  to 
fhew  that  the  male  breatt,  on  receiving  an  injury, 
may  generate  a fcirrhus,  with  every  attendant  fymp. 
tom  of  thofe  to  which  women  are  more  generally 
fubjeft : — 

46  Mr.  W.  S.,  a very  mufcular  thin  man,  twenty- 
feven  years  of  age,  received  a blow  on  his  left  breatt 
by  the  horn  of  a vicious  bull,  without  any  lacera. 
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tion  of  the  integuments.  He  immediately,  by  the 
advice  of  his  apothecary,  loft  fome  blood  from  the 
arm,  and  for  fome  days  fomented  the  part,  to  reduce 
the  fwelling  and  lefltn  the  inflammation  that  enfued  ; 
which  apparently  foon  yielded  to  the  precautions 
taken,  and  he  thought  no  more  of  the  accident. 

<c  Twelve  months  afterwards  he  difcovered  an  un- 
common knob,  as  he  expreflfed  it,  in  that  breaft, 
which  foon  afterwards  gave  him  fome  darting  pains ; 
but  not  being  aware  of  any  difagreeable  confe- 
quences,  he  did  not  apply  for  medical  aftiftance  till 
the  tumour  became  confiderably  larger.  It  was  near 
three  years  after  the  accident  before  he  confulted  me, 
when  I found  a true  fcirrhus  of  confiderable  hardnefs, 
nearly  as  large  as  a common- fized  lemon,  but  free 
from  any  attachment.  As  he  was  anxious  to  have  it 
taken  out,  I made  Angle  incifion  longitudinally 
over  the  body  of  the  tumour,  and  fiightly  detached 
the  integuments  on  each  fide,  that  I might  have  room 
to  remove  it,  which  was  done  with  great  facility,  as 
there  was  very  little  adipofe  membrane.  No  inter- 
ruption was  given  by  the  arteries,  as  it  was  neceflary 
to  fecure  one  branch  only.  After  waiting  fome  mi- 
nutes, I cleared  the  wound  from  blood,  then  brought 
the  ikin  fmoothly  over  it,  and  applied  my  bandage  as 
in  the  preceding  cafe.  On  the  following,  day  he  fat 
up,  having  his  arm  fupported  in  a fling,  was  very 
eafy,  and  in  good  fpirits ; yet  prudently  paid  proper 
attention  to  keep  the  part  in  a quiet  ftate,  that  no 
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interruption  fliould  defeat  my  profpeft  of  a fpeedy 
union  of  the  parts  by  the  firfl  intention.  I examined 
his  bread:  on  the  fourth  day,  when  it  appeared  ex- 
tremely favourable;  and  on  the  feventh,  I found  little 
or  no  difcharge,  the  integuments  lay  perfectly  fmooth> 
and  I was  fatisfied  that  an  union  had  firmly  taken 
place.  On  this  day  I applied  a frefli  clean  bandage ; 
which  I removed  on  the  tenth,  and  fubflituted  flips 
of  adhefive  plafler,  as  he  returned  home  in  the  even- 
ing perfe&ly  well,  giving  me  his  promife  to  refrain 
from  any  exertion  with  that  arm  for  fome  time.” 

I was  tempted  to  introduce  the  foregoing  Cafe,  to 
evince  how  rapidly  an  union  of  parts  may  be  pro- 
duced ; and  I am  inclined  to  fuppofe,  in  this  infiance, 
it  was  particularly  owing  to  the  very  final  1 quantity 
of  adipofe  membrane.  I am  led  to  make  this  obfer- 
vation,  becaufe  it  feems  to  point  out  the  propriety  of 
removing  as  large  a portion  of  that  membrane  as 
can  be  conveniently  done  in  operations  of  this  kind  ; 
even  if  it  fliould  not  contain  any  fmall  glands  that 
might  be  fufpe&ed  of  difeafe,  as  from  its  texture  it  is 
not  well  adapted  for  cohefion  ; and  might  (efpecially 
where  the  quantity  is  confiderable)  fruflrate  our 
intentions. 


> 
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CASE  IV. — July  1784. 

“ JANE  T.,  a Tingle  woman  in  the  houfehold 
of  the  Earl  of  Ilcheder,  twenty-eight  years  of  age, 
thin  and  adlive,  had  for  feveral  years  a fvvelling  in 
her  right  bread,  which  had  gradually  increafed, 
attended  by  lancinating  pains,  which  latter  had  be- 
come extremely  fevere.  Her  complaint  being  men- 
tioned to  her  right  honourable  and  truly  benevolent 
Jady,  (lie  was  immediately  placed  under  my  care.  Her 
health  was  evidently  impaired,  (although  her  menfes 
continued  regular)  and  apprehenfions  of  a cancer 
had  much  depreded  her  fpirits.  I found  a fcirrhous 
tumour  nearly  as  large  as  a common  lemon,  fituated 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  bread,  very  hard  and  dightly 
attached  to  the  integuments,  which  were  of  a dulky 
brown  colour.  I hinted  the  necedity  of  an  operation, 
and  die  eagerly  defired  I would  allow  her  to  fubmit 
to  it  on  the  following  morning  : but  as  fhe  was  fa- 
tigued by  travelling  many  miles  that  day  on  horfe- 
back,  I thought  proper  to  defer  it  a day  or  two,  that 
(lie  might  recover  from  the  effe&s  of  her  journej'. 

cc  I made  a double  longitudinal  incifion,  nearly 
two  inches  wide  in  the  center,  to  include  Tome  fuf- 
picious  integuments,  and  brought  it  to  an  obtufe 
angle  a little  beyond  the  extremities  of  the  tumour. 
I then  detached  the  ddn  I intended  to  preferve,  which 
gave  me  an  opportunity  of  feeling  the  tumour  dif- 
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tm&ly,  fo  that  I eafily  removed  it  with  the  furround- 
ing adipofe  membrane,  and  as  much  of  the  integu- 
ments as  were  attached  to  it.  After  having  fecured 
the  orifices  of  two  arterial  branches,  and  cleaned  the 
wound  from  blood,  I had  a diftinCt  view  of  a confi- 
derabie  portion  of  the  peCtoralis  major  mufcle.  I 
then  brought  the  fkin  into  contaCt  over  the  wound, 
and  applied  the  bandage.  She  was  ordered  to  bed, 
and  I faw  that  her  arm  was  properly  fupported  $ 
but  on  calling  to  fee  her  in  the  evening,  I found  her 
a&ually  employing  it  in  repairing  fome  part  of  her 
drefs.  I made  her  fenfible  of  her  unwarrantable 
deviation  from  my  advice,  but  I had  no  reafon  after- 
wards to  charge  her  with  imprudence.  On  the 
fourth  day  I examined  her  bread;,  when  the  furface 
appeared  fmooth,  and  free  from  any  extra  tenfion, 
with  very  little  difcharge ; and  on  the  eighth  the 
parts  were  attached,  and  the  lips  of  the  wound  per- 
fectly united,  when  I exchanged  the  bandage  for  flips 
' of  adhefive  plafter,  as  more  convenient  to  her.  On 
the  fourteenth  day  fhe  returned  home  well.” 
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CASE  V. — Sept.  1784. 

i 

ce  Mrs.  D.,  a widow  lady,  forty  years  of  age,  of 
a fpare  habit  and  tender  conditution,  became  my 
patient  for  a fcirrhous  tumour  in  the  lower  part  of 
her  left  bread:.  She  told  me,  that  lix  or  feven  years  be- 
fore this  time,  (lie  had  difcovered  a fmall  round  lump ; 
but  as  it  gave  her  no  uneafinefs,  (he  did  not  apply  for 
medical  adidance:  and  it  probably  would  have  long 
remained  in  that  indolent  date,  if  die  had  not  acci- 
dentally received  a blow  on  that  part  in  getting  over 
a gate.  Some  months  after  this  accident,  die  com- 
plained occafionallyof  a flight  dinging  pain, and  event- 
ually became  very  fenfible  of  fevere  darting  fenfations. 
During  this  time,  the  tumour  confiderably  encreafed 
in  fize,  for  which  her  family  furgeon  prefcribed  the 
cicut a;  but  it  did  not  redrain  the  progrefs  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  or  even  alleviate  her  pains.  He  then  had  re- 
courfe  to  difcutient  cataplafms,  with  as  little  fuccefs. 
The  ufual  periodical  difcharges  had  ceafed  two  years. 
When  I faw  her,  the  tumour  was  in  diape  like  a 
fwan’s  egg,  with  the  fmaller  end  uppermod,  and  free 
from  any  adhefion  with  the  integuments  or  pe&oral 
mufcle;  but  I difcovered  feveral  enlarged  lymphatic 
glands  between  the  tumour  and  axilla,  yet  free  from 
any  difeafed  action  or  tendernefs  when  compreded. 
Obferving  that  her  health  appeared  to  be  much  more 
impaired  than  could  be  reafonably  attributed  to  the 
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bare  exigence  of  a fcirrhus,  I inferred  that  the  (late  of 
the  lymphatics  was  produced  by  debility,  and  could 
not  fuppofe  that  the  habit  was  already  contaminated  ; 
therefore  I propofed  the  operation,  which  the  Lady 
acquiefced  in. 

“ I made  a longitudinal  incifion  over  the  body  of 
the  tumour,  and  detached  the  ikin  a fmall  diftance 
on  each  fide,  that  I might  grafp  it  with  facility-,  and 
readily  remove  it.  The  arterial  branches  being. fecu- 
red,  I waited  fome  time  that  the  orifices  of  the  minute 
veffels  might  clofe,  before  I cleared  the  blood  from 
the  wound  ; the  divided  parts  were  then  brought 
into  conta<ft,  and  fecured  by  the  bandage  conveniently 
adapted  for  that  purpofe,  when  the  longitudinal  inci- 
fion  is  made.  The  lady  retired  to  her  bed,  where  I 
defired  (he  would  remain  a few  days,  having  her  arm 
properly  fupported  on  a pillow.  In  the  evening 
fhe  took  eighteen  drops  of  laudanum,  and  had  a 
comfortable  night;  for  feveral  fucceeding  nights  fire 
had  fufficient  reft  without  the  aid  of  an  opiate.  On 
the  third  day  from  the  operation,  there  was  a little 
thin  difcharge,  her  breaft  was  very  eafy  and  free  from 
tenfion.  Three  days  after,  the  difcharge  was  very 
inconfiderable,  and  of  a better  confidence.  I now 
defired  Ihe  would  take  a deco&ion  of  the  bark,  made 
warm  by  the  tinfture,  three  times  a day,  which  foon 
recruited  her  ftrength  and  fpirits ; which  alfo  accele- 
rated my  intentions  as  to  her  breaft,  as  it  was  perfe£Hy 
well  on  the  thirteenth  day.  I recommended  a per- 
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feverance  with  her  medicine  for  feveral  weeks,  which 
(lie  took  with  great  amendment  to  her  general 
health:  and  I was  afterwards  informed,  that  the 
menfes  had  returned  and  continued  regular  ; alfo  that 
the  knobs,  as  (lie  termed  them,  (meaning  the  difeafe 
of  the  lymphatic  glands)  were  gone.” 


Many  fubfequent  Cafes  have  convinced  me,  that 
enlarged  lymphatic  glands  may  be  found  in  the  fame 
breaft,  that  is  the  feat  of  a true  fcirrhus,  without 
their  having  any  cancerous  difpofition,  (particularly 
in  very  debilitated  habits;)  which  will  fubfide,  and 
become  healthy  as  foon  as  the  conflitution  recovers 
its  ufual  vigour.* ** 

* Mr.  Sharpe,  in  his  Treatife  on  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  page 
122,  eleventh  edition,  fays,  “ when  a fcirrhus  is  attended  with  knots 

**  in  the  arm-pit,  no  fervice  can  be  done  by  the  operation,  unlefs  the 
“ knots  be  taken  away;  for  there  is  no  fort  of  dependence  to  be 
“ hud  on  their  fubf  ding  by  the  difcharge  of  the  wound  of  the 
“ breaft — the  poffibility  of  extirpating  thefe  knots  without  wounding 

the  great  veffels  is  very  much  doubted  by  furgeons;  but  I have 
“ often  done  it,  when  they  have  been  loofe  and  dill  inch”  If  thefe 
knots  or  lymphatic  glands  are  fixed  and  hard,  with  due  reference 
to  the  malignant  ftate  of  the  fcirrhus,  they  certainly  lead  one  to  fuf- 
pe«5t  that  contamination  has  taken  place  ; but  then  extirpation  of  the 
fcirrhus,  as  well  as  of  the  lymphatic  glands  fhould  be  declined. 
But  when  he  removed  them  with  fuccefs,  I fulpedt  that  their  being 
affedled  was  from  a caufe  which  I have  juft  mentioned,  and  that 
they  would  have  recovered  their  healthy  ftate  by  a removal  of  the 
fcirrhus;  not  by  the  difcharge  from  the  wound,  but  by  removing  a 
dileafed  adfion  on  the  adjoining  parts,  or  more  probably  by  invigo- 
rating the  conftitution. 
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To  elucidate  this  fadt,  I {hall  break  the  regular 
fucceflion  of  Cafes,  to  introduce  one  which  will  con* 
firm  the  preceding  obfervation  refpe&ing  enlarged 
lymphatics,  without  any  difpofition  towards  a can- 
cerous tendency. 

CASE  VI. — -’July  1792. 

<c  A Young  Woman,  twenty-fix  years  of  age, 
a lady’s-maid,  was  admitted  into  the  Infirmary  at 
Bath,  for  a true  feirrhus  in  her  left  bread.  She  had 
difeovered  a tumour  there  nearly  three  years  be- 
fore, but  felt  no  great  uneafinefs  till  within  the  lafl 
twelve  months  ; during  which  period  (he  had  daily 
experienced  feveral  fevere  darting  pains,  which  be- 
came more  fo  as  the  tumour  encreafed.  Her  health 
was  impaired,  and  her  fpirits  much  depreffed. 

cc  This  Cafe,  on  a confultation  at  the  Infirmary, 
Was  deemed  a proper  one  for  the  operation  ; and  as 
{he  was  the  firfl  patient  of  this  clafs  received  by  that 
{audable  inditution,  many  of  the  Governors  expreffed 
a defire  of  attending  the  operation.  Some  fmall 
indurated  glands  were  obferved  in  the  cellular  mem- 
brane of  the  bread  near  the  axilla ; but  as  I did  not 
think  they  were  in  any  way  conne&ed  with,  or  con- 
fequent  on,  the  date  of  the  feirrhus,  they  were 
difregarded.  The  tumour  was  fituated  in  the  inferior 
part  of  the  bread,  round  in  form,  and  nearly  of  the 
fize  of  a pot  orange. 
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cc  I made  a tranfyerfe  Incifion  more  than  four 
inches  long,  juft  through  the  fkin,  over  the  body 
of  the  tumour  ; which  I feparated  above  and  below, 
and  then  detached  it  with  all  the  furrounding  adipofe 
membrane,  leaving  (by  choice)  a part  of  the  pedoral 
mufcle  bare,  as  the  integuments  will  more  readily 
unite  to  it  when  none  of  this  membrane  intervenes. 
She  was  dreffed  in  the  ufual  manner,  and  the  double- 
headed roller  was  applied  to  fufpend  the  lower  part 
of  the  bread  ; the  ufual  precautions  were  obferved 
to  keep  the  arm  in  a quiet  date,  and  in  the  evening 
Hie  took  an  anodyne  draught.  The  next  day  I heard 
that  die  had  dept  comfortably,  and  was  then  very 
eafy.  Four  days  afterwards  I examined  her  bread, 
in  the  prefence  of  many  of  the  Governors  and  feveral 
medical  gentlemen  who  had  attended  the  operation, 
when  there  did  not  appear  to  be  the  lead  improper 
tendon,  or  any  fymptom  of  indammation  on  the 
bread  : the  integuments  lay  fmoothly  with  their  lips 
in  contact,  and  die  declared  herfelf  quite  free  from 
any  uneadnefs.  Indeed  die  appeared  to  thofe  gentle- 
men to  have  no  more  wound  than  a dight  fcratch 
acrofs  the  bread ; fo  that  fome  of  them  enquired 
JeriouJly , if  this  were  the  young  woman  whofe  ope- 
ration they  had  attended.  On  the  thirteenth  day, 
die  returned  her  thanks,  and  left  the  Infirmary  per- 
fectly well. 

“ In  the  courfe  of  a few  months,  die  again  applied 
for  a painful  enlargement  of  the  capfular  ligament 
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of  her  right  knee,  and  was  re-admitted  a patient. 
Warm  fomentations  with  as  much  folution  of  the 
crude  JaL  ammoniac  were  employed,  which  foon  re- 
duced it,  ana  lhe  again  went  out  well. 

“ Six  months  afterwards,  (lie  again  returned  much 
alarmed  by  lumps  in  her  light  bread:,  with  a confi- 
derable  fulnefs  and  general  tendernefs ; her  ftrength 
was  greatly  impaired,  her  complexion  wan,  and  her 
appetite  had  aimed  deferred  her.  To  thefe  fymp- 
toms  was  added  a confiderable  and  condant  fluor 
aibus . A confutation  was  held — the  preceding 

feirrhus  of  one  bread,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
dances,  rendered  this  affefction  of  the  other  of  a 
fufpicious  nature ; yet  the  indefinite  form  of  this 
frefh  dwelling,  joined  to  the  general  date  of  her 
health,  led  to  a belief  of  its  being  connetded  with 
the  latter;  and  acourfe  of  deel  medicines,  preferibed 
for  her  by  Dr.  Ew'art,  whofe  patient  die  now  became 
at  the  Infirmary,  loon  fucceeded  in  redoring  her  ge- 
neral health,  and  thereby  removing  the  enlargement 
in  her  right  bread,  and  the  indurated  lymphatic 
glands  in  the  left.55 
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CASE  VII.— 1790. 

1 • ‘ If  4U 

0 

c<  Mrs.  C.,  thirty-eight  years  of  age,  of  a full 
habit  and  good  conftitution,  applied  to  me  on  ac- 
count of  a complaint  in  her  right  bread.  She  had 
for  feveral  years,  occafionally,  felt  fome  darting  pains 
which  proceeded  from  a large  hard  lamp,  as  fhe  term- 
ed it.  During  all  this  time  her  health  was  good,  in 
every  refpeCt,  and  her  mendrual  difcharges  regular. 
She  attributed  this  lump  to  an  injury  fhe  had  re- 
ceived on  her  bread.  A medical  gentleman  had  been 
frequently  confulted,  who  gave  her  a mercurial  me- 
dicine as  an  alterative ; and  afterwards  infided  on  a 
long  perfeverance  with  the  cicuta , but  without  ef- 
fecting any  amendment.  An  attempt  was  then  made 
to  difperfe  it,  or  produce  fuppuration  by  poultices, 
which  had  been  condantly  employed  for  many  weeks. 
At  lad,  wearied  by  difappointments,  die  applied  to 
a female  quack  for  relief.  By  this  woman’s  affu- 
rances  of  an  effectual  cure  without  cutting,  fhe  was 
prevailed  on  to  fubmit  to  a caudic  plader,  which 
gave  intolerable  pain,  and  was  allowed  to  remain  on 
her  bread  five  or  fix  days,  when  a flight  dough  was 
produced  ; which  was  odentatioudy  preferved  in 
fpirits,  as  an  incontrovertible  proof  that  the  cancer 
was  drawn  out. 

“ The  Lady  was  prevailed  on  to  believe,  fhe  was 
now  free  of  her  original  complaint  j by  too  great  crc- 
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dulity,  Hie  was  eafdy  duped,  and  a&ually  certified  this 
pleafing  circumflance  to  her  friends.  But,  alas  1 
long  before  the  fore  began  to  heal,  fhe  was  con- 
vinced that  the  tumour  yet  remained.  Another 
plafler  was  ftrongly  enforced,  as  the  cancer  was  not 
effeftually  deftroyed  ; but  contrary  to  the  difpofition 
of  many  who  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  deluded 
by  quacks,  (lie  now  employed  her  reafon,  and  avoided 
a longer  treatment  which  ought  to  be  relinquiflied 
by  every  p'erfon  of  common  fenfe,  humanity,  and 
honefly.  A few  months  afterwards  fhe  confulted  me, 
when  1 found  a genuine  fcirrhus  of  an  oblong  figure, 
confiderably  larger  than  a common  egg,  extremely 
hard,  but  free  from  ary  adhefion.  I difcovered  two 
enlarged  lymphatic  glands  between  the  tumour  and 
the  axilla,  which  the  Lady  faid  were  lately  formed, 
and  probably  by  the  great  irritation  excited  by  the 
a&ion  of  the  cauffic  ; therefore  I difregarded  them, 
and  recommended  an  early  fubmiflion  to  the  opera- 
tion ; and  the  cheerfully  yielded  to  my  opinion. 

<c  I made  a double  incifion,  tranfverfely,  to  include 
the  fkin  which  was  rendered  hard  in  confequence 
of  the  cauftic,  and  then  continued  it  by  a fmgle  line 
a little  beyond  the  extremities  of  the  tumour  to  get 
room  for  detaching  it  with  the  furrounding  adipofe 
membrane.  After  fecuring  the  orifices  of  two  fmall 
arteries,  and  clearing  the  wound  from  blood,  the 
divided  parts  were  brought  into  conta&,  and  confined 
by  flips  of  adhefive  platter,  and  the  breafl  was  pro- 
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perly  fupported  by  the  double-headed  roller.  In  the 
evening  fhe  took  a mild  opiate,  and  that  night  flept 
comfortably.  On  the  fourth  day  from  the  operation 
I examined  her  bread,  and  found  the  integuments 
fmooth,  with  their  lips  in  contact.  Her  bread  was 
afterwards  dreded  every  day,  and  on  the  fourteenth 
die  returned  home  well ; and  perfectly  fatisfied  that 
her  late  alarming  complaint  was  completely  fubdued 
with  very  little  pain  or  trouble.  I faw  this  lady 
feveral  years  afterwards  in  perfect  health.” 


CASE  VIII.— 1784. 

<c  Mrs.H.,  fifty-fiye  years  of  age,  of  a fpare  habit 
and  delicate  conditution,  confulted  me  upon  a com- 
plaint in  her  left  bread.  For  the  lad  five  years, 
die  informed  me,  her  health  had  declined,  and  her 
mendrual  difcharges  entirely  ceafed : that  feveral 
years  before  that  time,  die  had  difcovered  a hard  tu- 
mour, which  was  not  painful  during  the  early  dages, 
but  afterwards  attended  with  frequent  darting  lenfa- 
tions,  which  feemed  dationary  for  two  or  three  years, 
and  then  had  increafed  and  become  much  more 
troublefome.  I found  a fcirrhus  incompredibly  hard, 
jud  below  the  nipple,  the  fize  of  a common  lemon, 
but  perfe&Iy  detached  from  the  pectoral  mufcle  and 
from  the  integuments,  which  had  a healthy  appear- 
ance. She  complained  of  extreme  tendernefs  in  the 
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part  affe&ed  ; Tome  indurated  lymphatic  glands  were 
difcovered  towards  the  axilla,  which,  combined  with 
the  great  fenfibility  of  the  fcirrhus,  feemed  to  indi- 
cate a cancerous  difpofition;  but  a long  and  attentive 
pra&ice  has  convinced  me,  that  thefe  circumftances, 
apparently  doubtful,  fhould  not  deftroy  our  hopes 
of  fuccefs,  or  deter  us  from  the  operation  : and  I 
mud  again  repeat,  that  thefe  glands  will  fometimes 
become  enlarged,  even  where  an  inveterate  fcirrhus 
does  exift,  without  their  being  contaminated,  or  in 
any  refpeft  conne&ed  with  the  original  difeafe.  I 
have  been  induced  to  give  a particular  defcription  of 
this  cafe,  as  I fufpe&ed  that  fuppuration  had  partially 
commenced  in  the  fubftance  of  the  fcirrhus,  from  its 
great  fenfibility  when  comprefled;  vet  I did  not  hefi- 
tate  in  offering  the  operation,  if  it  fhould  immediately 
take  place. 

“ The  lady  fubmitted  to  my  opinion  with  great 
firmnefs  of  mind ; and  afterwards  expreffed  herfelf 
much  gratified,  and  more  furprifed  that  (lie  had  fuf- 
fered  fo  little  pain.  I was  anxious  to  examine  this 
tumour,  and  found  feveral  cells  towards  the  center, 
filled  with  a vifcid  yellowifh  matter,  without  then- 
appearing  to  have  any  communication  with  each 
other,  but  the  furface  was  free  from  fuppuration, 
and  extremely  hard.  On  the  fifteenth  day,  her 
breaft  was  perfectly  healed,  and  fhe  returned  home 
with  great  fatisfa&ion ; previous  to  that  time,  I had 

F 
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defired  her  to  take  bark  draughts,  and  urged  her 
to  pui  fue  the  lame  courfe  for  two  or  three  weeks 
She  afterwards  informed  me  that  the  fmall  lumps 
were  no  longer  perceptible,  and  that  her  health 
was  perfectly  redored.” 

'( 

CASE  IX.— 1786. 

<e  Mifs  T.,  thirty- three  years  of  age,  with  a good 
conflitution,  confulted  me  upon  a complaint  in  her 
left  bread.  She  had  for  feveral  years  been  fen- 
fible  of  a fweliing  there,  attended  occafionally  by 
flight  {hooting  pains,  which  had  given  her  reafon 
to  believe  originated  from  a bruife  ; yet  during  the 
whole  time  the  menfes  were  regular.  Many  appli- 
cations had  been  employed  to  difperfe  it  by  her 
furgeon,  who  had  alfo  given  her  the  cicuta  for  a 
confiderable  time,  without  preventing  its  increafe. 
She  was  then  put  under  a courfe  of  mercurial  alte- 
ratives without  receiving  any  benefit,  and  had  lately 
taken  calcined  fponge  with  as  little  fuccefs.  I found 
a fcirrl  us  which  deviated  much  from  the  ufual  {hape, 
having  a ftrifture  in  the  middle,  as  if  two  tumours, 
near'y  the  fize  of  hen’s  eggs,  were  {lightly  united, 
extvemely’hard,  l ut  moveable  together.  Under  thele 
circumdances  I advikd  the  operation,  and  the  Lady 
eagerly  afked  me  by  what  means : on  my  faying  by 
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the  knife,  (lie  rejefted  my  advice;  for  fome  of  her 
female  friends  had,  allured  her,  that  a certain  plafter, 
known  to  a few  only,  would  molt  effe&ually  remove 
the  difeafed  part  in  a few  days  without  any  incifion 
or  pain,  and  lamented  that  I did  not  know  the  fecret. 
I explained  the  nature  of  the  noftrums  generally 
employed,  with  their  ufual  dfe&s,  without  being  able 
to  remove  her  prejudices. 

“ Six  months  afterwards,  a very  ferioully  unfor- 
tunate circumftance  that  refulted  to  one  of  her 
acquaintance,  in  confequence  of  the  application  of 
thefe  llowly  afling  cauftics,  determined  her  to  fub- 
mit  to  my  advice.  I now  found  that  the  tumour  had 
very  confiderably  increafed,  attended  with  exquifite 
fenfibility  by  even  the  flighted  touch.  She  now 
held  in  abhorrence  the  plaflers  which  before  had 
excited  her  admiration,  and  earneftly  entreated  me 
to  take  it  out.  She  underwent  the  operation  of 
extirpation  by  the  Angle  tranfverfe  incifion,  and 
afterwards  declared  the  pain  trifling  to  what  her 
imagination  had  led  her  to  expeft.  In  twelve  days 
flie  returned  home  perfe£tly  well.” 


k 
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CASE  X. — 1786. 

“ Mrs.  B.,  an  unmarried  lady,  49  years  of  age, 
of  a good  conditution,  defired  my  affidance  for  a 
complaint  in  her  right  bread.  She  had  for  feveral 
years  been  alarmed  by  a tumour  which  had  lately 
gradually  increafed,  attended  by  frequent  darting 
pains.  A medical  gentleman  had  employed  difeutient 
applications,  and  for  fome  time  had  perfided  in  the 
repetition  of  confiderable  dofes  of  the  cicuta , but 
could  not  check  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe.  Du- 
ring the  lad  fix  months,  the  tumour  had  more 
rapidly  increafed,  and  her  pains  became  more  fevere 
than  ufual : die  alfo  difeovered  two  other  fmall  fwel- 
lings  in  her  bread. 

<c  Being  now  ferioudy  alarmed  at  her  fituation, 
die  dated  it  to  fome  of  her  female  friends ; one  of 
whom  indantly  recommended  a quack,  whom  die  did 
not  know,  but  whofe  great  abilities  had  long  been 
proclaimed  by  hand-bills  and  public  advertifements^ 
with  the  perfuafive  adurance,  that  this  perfon  could 
effeft  a cure  without  incidon  or  pain,  by  a peculiar 
mode  of  treatment.  She  applied  immediately  to 
him,  who  condrmed  all  that  her  friend  had  pro. 
mifed:  and  to  enforce  the  impofition,  produced  fome 
doughs,  which  were  preferved  in  fpirits,  as  cancers 
extra&ed  from  the  breads  of  his  patients.  His  artb 
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fke  lulled  her  mind  into  a (late  of  fecurity,  and 
confident  of  relief,  {he  permitted  him  to  apply  his 
plafter,  which  remained  on  the  part  alfeXed  feveral 
days,  not  without  the  ufual  attendant  pain;  and  an 
efchar  was  produced,  which,  being  feparated  by  the 
common  procefs  of  nature,  was  declared  to  be  the 
difeafed  part ; and  the  Lady  received  the  congratula- 
tions of  her  friends. 

<c  Soon  after  (lie  had  been  releafed  from  the  ef- 
fects of  this  remedy,  the  old  darting  pains  recurred 
with  aggravated  violence,  and  {lie  was  foon  convinced 
that  the  tumour  was  not  drawn  out,  or  even  dimi- 
niflied.  On  exprefling  her  diflfatisfaftion,  another 
cauftic  was  recommended  to  complete  the  cure ; but 
the  Lady  had  differed  fo  much  by  the  former,  that 
{lie  dreaded  a repetition.  Her  embarralfment  now  led 
her  to  the  following  rational  reflexions : — 

<e  Did  thole  fmall  pieces  of  flefli  which  {lie  had 
feen  in  fpirits,  confb’tute  real  cancers  ? If  really  fo, 
her  complaint  mud  be  of  a more  malignant  nature 
than  all  others,  as  it  would  not  yield  to  the  fame 
treatment  which  had  happily  relieved  others. 

“ The  dreflings  employed  to  heal  the  fore  gave  her 
great  uneafinefs,  and  determined  her  to  apply  to  her 
former  furgeon.  Under  his  care,  the  wound  was  foon 
healed  ; yet  {lie  had  to  lament  her  unfortunate  con- 
dition, and  was  determined  to  fubmit  to  her  hopelefs 
fate  with  firmnefs.  Some  months  afterwards,  file  be- 
came acquainted  with  a lady  who  had  been  my  patient 
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for  a fimilar  complaint;  by  whofe  favourable  account 
of  the  operation,  flic  was  induced  to  confuit  me; 

cc  I found  a fcirrhus  of  an  oblong  ffiape,  in  cir- 
cumference about  the  fize  of  a common  lemon,  free 
from  any  attachment  to  the  integuments,  or  to  the 
pe&oral  mufcle,  except  fuch  as  were  produced  by 
the  cicatrix  : two  lymphatic  glands  in  the  breaft  to- 
wards the  axilla  were  enlarged,  but  not  painful 
when  flightly  compreffed.  Her  health  did  not  feem 
to  be  impaired,  although  her  fpirits  were  much  de- 
prefled.  I had  no  hefitation  in  declaring  my  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  operation,  to  which  the  Lady  rea- 
dily affented. 

“ As  the  cicatrix  on  the  breaft  had  no  other  affi- 
nity with  the  fcirrhus  than  by  the  common  connecting 
medium,  I made  a very  flight  tranfverfe  double  inci- 
fion  through  the  fkin,  merely  to  include  the  cicatrix  ; 
as  I fufpeCted  it  would  not  readily  unite  to  the  part 
intended  to  be  covered,  which  I feparated  flightly  on 
each  fide  from  the  adipofe  membrane,  and  then  de- 
tached the  fcirrhus  with  as  much  of  that  membrane 
as  adhered  to  it.  The  Lady  bote  the  operation 
with  great  compofnre  of  mind,  and  affirmed  that  ffie 
would  rather  undergo  a repetition,  than  fubmit  to 
another  plafter,  meaning  the  caufiic.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  file  was  free  from  any  degree  of  pain, 
and  expreffed  a hope  that  I would  allow  her  to  quit 
her  bed,  and  affociate  with  her  friends;  being  in- 
formed that  it  was  indifpenfably  neceffiary  ffie  fhould 
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remain  for  fome  days  in  a perfectly  quiefccnt  date, 
file  readily  fubmitted  to  my  injun&ions.  On  the 
fourth  day,  the  integuments  lay  evenly,  and  appeared 
to  be  attached : on  the  feventh,  a firm  union  had 
evidently  taken  place  between  the  parts  which  had 
been  divided  -9  and  on  thefixteenth  (he  returned  home 
perfeffly  well.” 


CASE  XI. 

<c  Mrs.  S.,  from  Berkfhire,  a mofl  refpe&able 
married  lady,  thirty-three  years  of  age,  came  to 
Bath  to  confult  me  on  a complaint  in  her  left  bread, 
which  (he  fuppofed  had  originated  in  confequcnce 
of  a bruife  received  feveral  years  before.  I found  a 
fchirrhus  nearly  the  fize  of  a hen’s  egg,  extremely 
hard,  but  moveable  : I alfo  difcovcred  two  enlarged 
lymphatic  glands  near  it.  During  the  laft  eighteen 
months,  (lie  had  occalionally  felt  very  fevere  darting 
pains,  and  had  noticed  its  increafe.  As  extirpation 
was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  protect  her  from  the 
effedts  of  a cancer  at  fome  future  time,  I advifcd  an 
early  fubmifhon  to  it ; when  die  defired  me  to  per- 
form it  on  the  following  morning,  as  die  had  made 
up  her  mind  to  fubmit  to  it ; but  fome  profeflional 
engagements  obliged  me  to  defer  it  lor  two  days. 
When  I waited  on  her,  {he  was  attended  by  a 
woman  only,  having  fent  a friend,  the  Hon.  Mifs 
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F.,and  a female  fervant,  purpofely  out  of  the  houfe  ; 
and  pofitively  refufed  having  any  other  attendant. 
I had  no  afliflant  with  me,  and  thus  circumdanccd, 
I was  prevailed  on  to  rely,  perhaps  too  much , on  her 
refolution. 

“ She  bore  the  operation  with  great  firmnefs 
of  mind,  and  in  the  evening  took  a flight  anodyne, 
and  paflfed  the  night  comfortably.  On  the  fol- 
lowing morning  (he  was  eafy  and  very  cheerful.  Oil 
the  fourth  day  I examined  her  bread,  and  found 
it  free  from  tenflon  ; the  integuments  lay  fmoothly, 
and  exhibited  no  more  wound  than  a fcratch,  which 
lhe  viewed  attentively  by  the  afliflance  of  a glafs. 
Her  bread  was  now  drefled  every  day  ; and  on  the 
eighth  from  the  operation,  I attended  her,  with  a 
party  of  her  friends,  to  the  theatre  \ on  the  thirteenth 
(he  was  perfectly  well. 

<c  She  remained  fome  time  at  Bath  to  recruit  her 
health,  which  was  effe&ed  by  the  bark ; and  I had 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  knowing  that  the  enlarged  lympha- 
tics had  recovered  their  healthy  date.” 
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CASE  XII. 

• * I 

“ Mrs.  D.,  a very  refpe&able  married  lady  from 
•Dorfetdiire,  fixty-four  years  of  age,  came  to  Bath 
on  account  of  a complaint  in  her  left  bread,  which 
had  given  her  much  uneafmefs  for  many  years.  I 
found  it  was  a fcirrhus  as  large  as  an  orange,  extreme- 
ly hard  and  in  a date  of  acute  fenfibility,  efpecially 
when  comprefled;  the  integuments  did  not  appear 
to  be  difeaied,  nor  were  they  attached  to  the  tumour; 
yet  feveral  enlarged  lymphatic  glands  were  clearly 
didinguidiable.  Her  general  health  appeared  good, 
but  by  the  feverity  of  the  darting  pains  her  fpirits 
were  much  depreded.  As  it  was  probable  that  the 
difeafed  date  of  the  fcirrhus  might  foon  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  integuments,  or  that  ulceration  would 
foon  take  place  in  its  fubdance,  and  the  lymphatics 
contaminated  by  abforption,  I propofed  her  immedi- 
ate fubmidion  to  its  extirpation.  The  Lady  faid, 
that  as  die  came  for  my  opinion,  fhe  fliould  be 
governed  by  my  advice. 

<c  I made  a long  tranfverfe  incidon  through  the 
integuments,  which  I dightly  detached  on  each  fide 
from  the  adipofe  membrane,  and  then  proceeded  to 
detach  the  tumour  with  all  that  furrounding  mem- 
brane from  the  pe&oral  mufcle,  {which  prefented  a 
very  healthy  appearance.  Mr.  Creafer,  my  friend, 
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(whofe  aftiftance  I had  on  this  and  many  other  oc- 
cafions)  expeditiouily  fecured  the  arteries,  and  the 
divided  parts  were  foon  afterwards  brought  into 
contact,  and  properly  confined.  As  foon  as  llie  was 
in  bed,  I placed  the  arm  in  a proper  pofition  ; in 
the  evening  (he  took  a moderate  anodyne  draught, 

and  paAc'd  the  night  comfortably  with  much  lleep. 

% 

She  now  became  cheerful,  and  relilhed  her  food,  ex- 
prefiing  a fenfation  of  Itifinefs  only  about  her  breaft. 
On  the  fifth  morning,  when  I examined  the  breaft, 
it  was  free  from  improper  tenfion;  her  fon,  who  is 
a very  refpe&able  clergyman  in  W iltlhire,  was  much 
furprifed  at  the  difappearance  of  the  wound,  from 
whence  I had  taken  that  confiderable  mafs  which  he 
faw  macerating  in  water,  as  nothing  more  than  a 
fcratch  was  dilcoverable. 

“ This  Lady  was  perfe&ly  well  within  a month  ; 
and  I was  afterwards  informed,  that  the  enlargement 
of  the  lymphatic  glands  entirely  fubfided  foon  after 
her  return  from  Bath.” 
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CASE  XIII. 

u Mifs  F.,  from  Staffordshire,  a fingle  lady,  forty 
years  of  age,  of  a fpare  habit  and  tender  conftitution, 
came  to  Bath  for  Dr.  Parry’s  advice;  who  was  in- 
formed of  a tumour  in  her  bread,  and  propofed  my 
beins:  confulted  on  her  Cafe.  This  tumour  had 
cxifled  feveral  years  without  giving  much  uneafinefs; 
but  for  fome  months  pad  had  become  very  'painful, 
and  increafed  in  fize  till  confiderably  larger  than  a 
hen’s  egg.  I found  it  a fcirrhus,  perfectly  free  from 
any  attachment;  yet  there  were  two  lymphatic  glands 
flightly  enlarged,  but  not  painful  when  comnreded. 
Under  thefe  circumdances,  the  propriety  cf  the  ope- 
ration for  the  fcirrhous  tumour  became  a fubje<d  for 
difcudion;  whether  the  glands  were  not  to  be,  at  the 
fame  time,  extirpated.  I related  many  fitnilar  cafes, 
wherein  I had  been  uniformly  fuccefsful.  Upon  due 
condderation  of  the  Lady’s  conditution,  which  evi- 
dently was  in  a debilitated  date,  I fuppofed  that  the 
difeafe  of  the  lymphatics  was  not  confequent  on  the 
progrefs  of  the  fcirrhus,  but  was  induenced  by  the 
general  habit.  Dr.  Parry,  whofe  profedional  faga- 
city  is  highly  refpe&able,  admitted  that  the  difeafed 
glands  might  be  taken  out  at  any  future  period, 
lhould  it  be  deemed  neccffary. 

“ The  Lady  was  made  fcnfible  of  our  opinions, 
and  readily  aflented  to  the  operation  for  the  fcirrhus  ; 
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which  took  place  on  the  following  morning.  The 
bread  was  perfectly  well  in  fourteen  days,  and  flie 
left  Bath  with  great  fatisfa&ion. 

“ As  a fuppredion  of  the  menfes  had  taken  place, 
mod  evidently  by  the  want  of  energy  in  the  condi- 
tution,  a courfe  of  tonic  medicines  were  advifed  and 
taken,  which  foon  had  the  intended  effeft,  and  re- 
dored  her  health.  Some  months  afterwards  I faw 
her  at  Cheltenham,  and  defired  permidion  to  exa- 
mine her  bread,  when  I found  the  enlargement  of 
the  lymphatic  glands  was  completely  reduced,  and 
her  health  perfe&Iy  good. 

<c  Dr.  Parry  obligingly  acquainted  me,  that  he 
faw  her  May  18,  1803,  free  from  complaint.” 

\ 

CASE  XIV. 

“ Mrs.  S.,  wife  of  the  Rev.  S.  S.,  of  Bath,  thirty- 
eight  years  of  age,  of  a tender  conditution  and 
nervous  temperament,  had  long  concealed  a tumour 
in  her  bread,  till  it  became  extremely  painful,  attended 
by  fevere  darting  fenfations.  I found  a feirrhus,  ex- 
tremely hard,  as  large  as  a fwan’s  egg,  and  flightly 
moveable,  there  were  alfo  fome  enlarged  lymphatic 
glands.  She  was  much  alarmed  at  my  declaring  the 
necedity  for  an  operation;  but  after  refle&ing  on  her 
fituation  a few  days,  die  cheerfully  yielded  to  my 
advice. 
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C£  I made  a tranfverfe  incidon,  of  confiderable  ex- 
tent, juft  through  the  integuments,  which  I (lightly 
detached  on  each  fide,  and  then  removed  the  tumour 
with  what  cellular  membrane  adhered  to  it.  The 
Lady  bore  the  operation  with  firmnefs  of  mind;  and 
after  the  bread  was  bound  up,  (he  declared  it  infi- 
nitely lefs  painful  than  die  had  expelled.  In  the 
evening  die  took  an  anodyne,  and  had  a comfortable 
night.  On  the  three  following  days  die  was  free  from 
uneafinefs,  but  Laid  that  her  bread  was  rather  un- 
comfortable from  the  dreding  dicking  fo  clofely,  and 
preded  me  to  chagne  it. 

cc  On  the  fourth  day,  I examined  the  bread,  and 
found  it  free  from  any  degree  of  tendon,  the  integu- 
ments lay  fmoothly  in  contact,  and  the  difcharge  was 
inconfiderable.  • After  the  frefh  dreding  had  been 
applied,  {he  was  very  comfortable  ; and  I allowed 
her  to  fit  up,  having  her  arm  fupported  in  a ding* 
Her  bread  was  afterwards  dreded  every  day,  and  on 
the  fourteenth  was  perfe&ly  healed.  I recommended 
a decoction  of  the  bark  with  valerian  to  be  taken 
for  fome  time,  which  recruited  her  health  and  fpirits. 
Some  months  afterwards,  I defired  permidion  to  ex- 
amine that  bread,  and  was  happy  to  dnd  the  lym- 
phatics had  recovered  their  healthy  date.” 

Thefe  patients  were  all  well  in  May  1803,  and 
free  from  any  return  of  their  old  complaints. 
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The  many  Cafes  which  I have  candidly  related, 
certainly  {hew  that  enlarged  lymphatic  glands,  even 
where  a true  feirrhus  exifted,  might  derive  their 
morbid  hate,  either  from  general  debility  in  the  con- 
ftituiion,  or  in  more  rob  nil  habits,  from  fympathy 
with  a neighbouring  difeafed  a cl  ion,  without  actually 
partaking  of  cancerous  contamination.  But  this 
fuppofition  mud  be  under  certain  limitations;  for  I 
have  often  found  them  evidently  affected  with  a can- 
cerous difpofition,  by  abforption  from  an  inveterate 
feirrhus,  long  before  any  external  ulceration  had 
taken  place  ; they  have  not  been  unattached,  and  I 
have  always  observed  the  difeafe  truly  chara&eriflic 
on  the  integuments.  Thefe  circumftances  (hould 
encage  our  fefious  confideration. 

I have  fometimes  attended  confultations,  where 
feirrhi  have  been  found  inconfiderably  large,  and 
where  no  indurated  glands  have  been  difcoverable ; 
yet  the  integuments  have  (hewn  a difeafed  connec- 
tion by  being  preternaturally  hard,  attached  to  the 
cellular  membrane,  puckered,  and  fometimes  (lightly 
difcoloured;  when  medical  gentlemen  have  been  in- 
duced to  expert  certain  fuccefs  by  the  operation ; 
becaufe  it  has  been  fuppofed,  that  all  apparent  dif- 
eafe might  be  included  by  the  double  incifion.  But 
the  extent  of  difeafe  cannot  always  be  difeovered, 
which  is  always  more  general  than  appearances  in- 
dicate ; and  when  affe&ed  by  a cancerous  difpofi- 
tion, however  remote,  will  fubjeft  the  patient  to 
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future  mifery.  I am  inclined  to  believe,  that  the 
fre  mentand  rapid  returns  of  the  complaint  are  gene- 
rally owing  to  thefe  circumdances,  as  the  difcovery 
of  a renewed  difeafed  a&ion  on  the  integuments  is 
very  frequently  made  after  extirpation. 

I lately  attended  an  operation  of  this  kind,  which 
was  performed  by  a gentleman  on  a poor  woman 
with  an  inconfiderable  fcirrhus,  who  never  com- 
plained of  much  pain,  nor  were  there  any  enlarged 
lymphatics  difcoverable ; but  the  integuments  ap- 
peared to  be  (lightly  difeafed,  particularly  about  the 
fcirrhus,  over  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the 
bread.  He  made  a wide  double  incifion,  nearly  cir- 
cular, over  the  tumour,  and  then  detached  it.  The 
integuments  were  afterwards  brought  into  conta& 
by  futures;  but  the  enfuing  inflammation,  which  was 
excited  by  the  great  tenfion  brought  on  the  integu- 
ments, made  them  fphacelate,  and  greatly  exaiperated 
that  cancerous  difpofltion  in  them,  which  haifened 
her  death. 

i 

Another  poor  woman  was  recommended  as  apatient 
to  the  Infirmary  with  a fcirrhus  in  her  bread,  where 
fome  difeafed  lymphatics  were  difcovered,  and  the  in- 
teguments were  extenfively  affe&ed.  This  cafe  was 
attentively  examined  by  Mr.  Creafer,  and  Mr.  White, 
furgeons,  belonging  to  the  Inditution,  who  agreed 
with  me  that  the  operation  could  not  afford  her  any 
relief:  therefore  we  determined  to  try  the  eflfe&s  of 
a treatment  recommended  by  Dr.  Boifragon,  which 
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had  been  found,  he  was  refpe&ably  allured,  of  great 
fervice,  even  as  a fpecific  remedy,  in  cancerous  af- 
fections in  Ireland,  when  no  external  ulceration  had 
taken  place. 

cc  The  bread  was  fomented  for  ten  hours  every  day, 
with  flannels  preffed  hot  from  Goulard’s  faturnine 
extract,  and  afterwards  kept  warm  by  fome  additional 
clothing.  In  two  weeks  we  obferved  lefs  tenfion  on 
the  integuments,  the  lymphatics  could  fcarcely  be 
difcovered,  but  the  tumour  did  not  appear  to  be  in 
the  lead  reduced  : yet  die  declared  herfelf  much 
eafier  than  die  had  been  for  many  months.  As  die 
expected  that  the  fcirrhus  would  have  been  taken 
out  by  the  operation,  the  objeCt  of  her  coming  into 
the  Infirmary,  die  now  became  diffatisfied  by  this 
mode  of  treatment,  and  left  it  to  place  herfelf  under 
the  care  of  a gentleman  who  offered  to  extirpate  it. 
Two  months  afterwards,  I was  told  die  had  fubmitted 
to  the  operation,  but  that  a cancerous  ulcer  had 
fpread  rapidly,  and  fungous  excrefcencies,  attended 
by  an  intolerable  burning  fenfation,  indicated  her  ap- 
proaching fate.” 

TIow  far  the  treatment  in  the  Infirmary  might 
have  relieved  her,  it  is  impoffible  to  determine;  but  it 
certainly  did  procure  eafe,  and  feemed  to  redrain  the 
difeafe  on  the  integuments  ; and  probably  die  might 
have  lived  a few  years  longer,  had  not  the  complaint 
been  exafperated  in  confequence  of  the  operation. 
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A few  years  ago  I was  defired  to  attend  a confide 
ation  in  the  vicinity  of  London,  on  a mod  refpett- 
able  Lady*  of  fortune,  who  had  a feirrhus  in  her 
bread.  It  was  confiderably  large,  but  unattached;  no 
indurated  lymphatics  were  difeovered,  and  the  integu- 
ments were  loofe  and  free  from  difeafe.  She  com- 
plained of  a preternatural  heat  in  the  tumour,  and  felt 
very  fevere  and  frequent  darting  pains.  With  thefe 
chara&criftic  and  truly  alarming  fymptoms,  I gave 
my  opinion  on  the  neceffny  of  an  immediate  fub- 
miflion  to  the  operation,  as  I feared  that  contamina- 
tion might  foon  be  communicated  to  the  integuments, 
and  probably  to  the  lymphatics,  as  I conceived  ulcer- 
ation had  already  commenced  in  the  fubdance  of 
the  feirrhus.  I was  gratified  by  having  my  opinion 
countenanced  by  the  other  gentlemen,  who  urged  the 
operation  ; but  the  Lady's  fears  compelled  her  to 
podpone  it  for  an  unlimited  time. 

“ Six  months  afterwards  die  came  into  the  coun- 
try in  a very  emaciated  date,  with  drong  he&ic 
fymptoms,  and  a large  cancerous  ulcer  in  her  bread, 
I fincerely  lamented  her  unfortunate  fituation,  which, 
I believe,  might  have  been  obviated ; and  could  only 
hope  to  mitigate  her  fufferings  by  a palliative  treat- 
ment. She  foon  began  to  flatter  herfelf  with  hopes 
of  amendment,  becaufe  die  fuflfered  lefs  pain,  but  I 
obferved  that  her  drength  became  daily  more  ex- 
haufled,  till  flic  was  releafed  by  death.” 

G 
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Would  my  fair  countrywomen  apply  to  gentle, 
men  regularly  educated  in  the  medical  profeffion  for 
affidance  in  the  early  Hate  of  a fcirrhus,  which  will 
by  negleft,  or  improper  treatment  foon  become  a 
cancer,  they  might  in  a few  days  get  free  of  a com- 
plaint, of  all  other  maladies  the  mod  infidious  and 
dangerous. 

I however  congratulate  them  on  their  prcfent  eafy 
and  elegant  mode  of  drefs,  free  from  the  unnatural 
and  dangerous  preffure  of  flays.  I could  advance 
many  objections  to  this  unnatural  cuftom,  efpecially 
amongft  married  ladies,  if  it  would  not  be  conlidered 
a digrellion  from  my  original  purpofe ; but  I beg 
leave  to  fay,  that  I have  extirpated  a great  number 
of  fcirrhous  tumours  which  originated  from  that 
abfurdity.  I believe  they  are  generated  in  confe- 
quence  of  bruifes  or  extreme  preffure,  and  do  not 
arife  fpontaneoufly  from  any  latent  difpofition  in  the 
conflitution  ; for  were  that  the  cafe,  we  fhould  find 
lbine  families  particularly  fnbjeCt  to  thefe  aifeCtions. 
I mod  devoutly  declare,  that  I never  had  two  pa- 
tients for  fuch  complaints,  who  could  claim  any 
alliance  by  confanguinity. 

Should  this  Treatife  be  read  by  any  one  uncon- 
nected with  the  medical  profeffion,  or  by  unfortunate 
females  differing  under  the  mifery  attendant  on  ail 
ulcerated  date  of  a cancer  in  the  bread,  I wifli  it  to 
be  underdood  that  I do  not  prefume  to  offer  any 
effectual  relief;  for  the  fcience  of  phyfic  has  been  in- 
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efte&ually  exhaufled  on  this  fubjcft.  My  attention 
has  been  exerted  to  prevent  their  arriving  to  fo  vi- 
tiated a date.  I trull  that  the  preceding  and  following 
flatement  of  Cafes,  will  argue  forcibly  in  favour  of 
an  early  fubmiflion  to  extirpation. 

In  one  hundred  and  two  feirrhous  cafes,  in  the 
early  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  where  I performed  the 
operation  by  the  fingle  incifion,  all  remained  free 
from  any  return  of  the  complaint. 

In  twenty- one,  more  advanced,  where  fome  en- 
larged lymphatic  glands  were  difeovered,  evidently 
from  caufes  unconne&ed  with  feirrhus,  no  one  had 
any  return  of  the  difeafe. 

In  eight  cafes,  where  the  integuments  were  at- 
tached to  the  tumour,  I employed  the  double  incifion, 
and  all  remained  perfectly  well. 

But  five  unhappy  patients,  where  the  integuments 
were  confiderably  difeafed,  and  lymphatic  glands 
contaminated  by  abforption,  after  having  the  whole 
mamma  removed,  were  afterwards  obliged  to  yield 
to  the  ravages  of  the  difeafe.  They  earneflly  im- 
plored a chance  of  that  afliftance  which  humanity 
could  not  rejeft ; although  in  oppofition  to  my  opi- 
nion and  profeflional  reputation.  It  fliould  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  nearly  all  thefe  Cafes  had  refilled  medical 
treatment  before  they  became  the  object  of  my  care  : 
and,  I hope,  it  will  be  clearly  feen,  that  extirpation 
for  thefe  affc&ions  fliould  take  place  in  the  mod 
early  flages  of  the  difeafe,  when  it  would  always  be 
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fuccefsful,  and  would  then  give  the  patient  no  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  pain. 

I now  come  to  that  dage  of  this  cruel  difeafe, 
when  neither  medical  or  furgical  abilities  can  very 
eff'e&ually  relieve  the  patients  ; but  as  we  ought  not 
to  refign  the  afllidted  to  all  the  miferies  attendant  on 
their  timidity  or  mifplaced  confidence,  I (hall  pre- 
fume to  offer  fome  means  to  render  that  dreadful 
lituation  lefs  intolerable. 

The  fit  ft  indications  of  a cancerous  cafe  of  the 
bread  becoming  hopelefs,  are  ulcerations  which  ap- 
pear on  the  integuments,  and  enlarged  lymphatic 
glands  which  are  not  moveable.  Tliefe  are  generally 
lecondary  effetts ; for  the  difeafe  proceeds  from  the 
body  of  the  original  tumour,  and  by  a difeafed  a&ion 
communicates  contamination  to  the  neighbouring 
parts.  Thefe  ulcers  are  always  in  a very  irritable 
date,  and  generally  difeharge  a thin  coloured  ichor. 

Every  furgeon,  although  he  may  have  had  much 
experience  in  this  line  of  his  profedion,  will  be  aware 
of.  the  many  difficulties  he  will  have  to  encounter 
with  cancerous  fores ; but  when  they  are  recently 
formed,  the  common  ointment  of  wax  and  oil,  in- 
corporated by  a very  moderate  degree  of  heat,  will 
be  found  a good  application,  and  much  eafier  than 
fuch  as  have  refin,  turpentine,  or  balfams,  in  their 
compofitions.  We  can  feldom  procure  fuch  a good 
difeharge  for  any  confiderable  length  of  time,  as  we 
have  from  frefh  wounds  in  general,  becaufe  a ftimu* 
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las  will  recommence  from  a variety  of  caufes  ; fuck 
as,  anxiety  of  mind,  any  little  irregularity  in  diet,  a 
coftive  difpofition  of  the  bowels,  or  even  a want  of 
due  attention  to  keep  the  parts  as  clean  as  poffible. 

Should  the  difeharge  be  thin,  acrimonious,  and 
offenfive,  the  linfeed  meal  poultice  will  be  an  ufeful 
application  to  correct  preternatural  heat  and  fenfibi- 
lity.  The  carrot  poultice  alfo  has  been  held  in  effima- 
tion  for  thefe  purpofes;  and  fome  prefer  the  oatmeal 
poultice  with  yeaft,  from  which  fome  carbonic  acid 
gas  is  extricated.  But  the  quantity  will  always  be 
inconfiderable,  and  partially  employed  ; fo  much  fo, 
that  I am  inclined  to  fuppofe  that  the  relief  they 
afford,  ought  to  be  attributed  to  the  exclufion  of  the 
atmofpheric  air,  rather  than  to  the  carbonic  acid  gas 
produced  ; for  it  will  almofl  wholly  efcape  from  the 
fides  of  the  poultice,  without  being  abforbed  by  the 
fore  in  any  confiderable  quantity. 

When  any  heat  or  difeafed  attion  attacks  the  inte- 
guments round  the  fore,  fome  fac . faturn.  diffolved 
in  water,  with  the  addition  of  a fmall  quantity  of 
vinegar,  will  be  a convenient  lotion,  and,  I think,  is 
preferable  to  the  common  vegeto-mineral  water  ; as 
we  can  have  a more  perfect  l'olution,  and  afeertain 
its  flrength.  Should  we  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  pro- 
cure eafe,  and  produce  a better  difeharge,  the  frefli 
granulations  may  be  flightly  checked  occafionally  by 
a little  red  precipitate,  finely  levigated,  in  the  fmpie 
ointment,  as  it  will  anfwer  our  intentions  without  ex- 
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citing  any  irritation  ; but  where  fpongy  excrefcencies 
fhoot,  I would  employ,  by  very  flight  touches,  the 
lunar  cauflic  in  preference  to  any  other  efcharotic. 

Dr.  Jaenifch,  at  Peterfburgh,  fpeaks  highly  of  a 
powder*  which  he  employed  on  tliofe  occafions,  and 
fays,  “ it  will  always  allay  the  preternatural  heat, 
cc  refill  fphacelation,  impede  the  growth  of  fungous 
i6  flefh,  and  flop  hemorrhages.” 

It  is  always  an  unpleafant  oflice  to  infinuate  a doubt 
of  what  has  been  pofitively  aflerted,  but  I have  rea- 
fon  to  queflion  any  fuperiority  this  powder  is  faid 
toj  have  oyer  faturnine  applications  in  general  ; and 
the  repeated  trials  of  it  that  I have  corre&ly  made, 
have  not  afforded  me  any  advantages  ; and  I do 
not  conceive  that  any  reproach  can  juflly  attach  to 
the  furgeons  of  our  own  country  for  having  been 
apparently  too  inattentive  to  this  remedy,  as  well  as 
to  fome  other  fpedf.es , reported  to  be  fo  replete  with 
fuch  afloni filing  powers. 

Arfenic  feems  to  have  been  a very  favourite  re- 
medy in  moft  parts  of  Europe  for  feveral  centuries 
paft,  and  a great  variety  of  preparations  have  been 
made  with  this  very  a£!ive  medicine  to  cure  cancer* 
ous  affe&ions  by  external  applications  j and  of  late 

* Take  white  lead  three  ounces,  and  rub  it  in  a leaden  mortar, 
■with  a peftle  of  the  fame,  till  it  double  its  weight:  then  add,  by 
Jittle  at  a time,  fix  ounces  of  Goulard’s  extraft,  and  rub  on  till  they 
pve  intimately  mixed,  and  form  a dry  powder.  This  powder  mu# 
be  fprinkled  on  the  cancerous  fore  every  morning  and  evening. 
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years  it  lias  been  given,  dilTolved  in  alkaline  lixivia, 
as  an  internal  remedy.  Indeed  a preparation  of  this 
kind  has  of  late  years  been  given  in  our  own  coun- 
try as  a certain  cure  for  intermittents  with  fuccefs ; 
but  it  has  been  often  attended  with  deleterious  and 
fometimes  fatal  effects.  The  firll  account  which  has 
been  tranfmitted  down  to  us,  I believe,  is  from 
Father  Come,  who  recommended  a powder*  for  can- 
cerous ulcers,  which  was  afterwards  employed  by 
Guy  de  Chauliac,  and  deferibed  in  his  Treatife, 
Grande  Chirurgie , written  in  1368. 

Valefcus  de  Taranta,  in  the  year  1400,  feetns  to 
have  dreaded  the  very  active  powers  of  the  arfenic  ; 
therefore  combined  it  with  fulphur,  and  employed  it 
as  a cauffcic  compofition  for  the  dehruftion  of  can- 
cerous complaints  in  general  \ but  does  not  give  us 
any  one  inftance  of  his  fuccefs. 

For  nearly  three  centuries  it  became  fo  much  ne- 
glected as  to  be  almoft  difeontinued  in  practice  \ when 
fome  individuals,  not  educated  in  the  medical  profef- 
fion,  refumed  this  remedy,  which,  under  the  precious 
mark  of  fecrecy,  was  fupported  by  every  kind  of  im- 
pofition,  and  received  by  a credulous  public  as  a 
mofl  valuable  acquifition  in  furgery. 

If  arfenic  had  been  really  found  to  be  fuch  a fove- 
reign  remedy  for  cancerous  affections,  as  it  has  been 
repeatedly  afferted  to  be,  in  almoft  every  Hate  in 

* Cinnabar  one  drachm,  allies  of  old  fhoe-leather  eight  grains, 
dragon’s  blood  twelve  grains,  white  arfenic  lix  grains. 
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Europe,  it  is  to  be  wifhed  that  the  cafes  had  been 
collected  and  publicly  produced  for  the  fake  of  hu- 
manity. But  can  it  be  luppofed,  that  the  fordid 
intereds  of  a few  individuals  amongd  us,  were  they 
really  fuccefsful,  could  efcape  the  obfervation  of  men 
liberally  educated  and  humanely  difpofed  ? 

Strumous  fwellings  of  the  bread,  and  fmall  en- 
cyded  tumours,  are  eafily  diflinguifhed  by  furgeons. 
Indeed  it  feems  barely  podible  to  miftake  thofe  affec- 
tions for  fcirrhous  tumours,  all  attendant  fymptoms 
being  duly  confidered. 

The  advanced  dag es  of  cancer,  where  ulceration  has 
taken  place,  become  extremely  painful  to  the  miferable 
patient,  and  refill  the  mod  rational  treatment  which 
can  be  fuggeded  by  medical  fkill  or  furgiral  adidance* 
A proper  attention  to  fuch  diet  as  will  not  dimu- 
late  mud  be  paid,  and  the  bowels  diould  be  kept,  by 
gentle  means,  moderately  lax  ; opiates  in  fmall  dofes, 
and  frequently  given,  will  procure  temporary  relief. 
No  d redings,  I think,  yet  employed  by  our  bed 
furgeons,  have  been  found  to  be  of  edential  fervice; 
but  fuch  as  do  not  dimulate,  yet  exclude  the  atmof- 
pheric  air,  feem  bed  calculated  to  avoid  irritability  ; 
and  it  is  always  necedary  to  keep  the  fores  as  clean 
as  podible. 

No  attempt  to  redrain  fungous  excrefccnces  can 
be  made  without  exciting,  infome  degree , irritability  : 
therefore  fuch  as  are  mod  gentle  in  their  effe&s 
fiiould  be  preferred.  Tliefe  circumdances  are  more 
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obftinate  and  di  fire  fling  than  any  others  with  which 
a furgeon  ever  has  to  contend.  He  might,  in  a J light 
degree , palliate  diitrefs ; but  cannot  remove  it. 


I {hall  now,  with  much  fatisfa&ion,  offer  the  refult 
of  feme  experiments  with  the  carbonic  acid  gas  on 
cancerous  ulcers  of  the  breaft.  I am  aware  that  this 
g is  has  been  employed  for  the  fame  purpofes  by 
many  gentlemen  of  the  mofl  refpeftable  abilities; 
but,  1 trull,  the  mode  of  application  here  defeirbed, 
will  be  found  more  effe&ually  convenient  than  any 
other  hitherto  adopted. 

<c  A poor  woman,  fifty-eight  years  of  age,  was 
recommended  a patient  to  the  Infirmary  at  Bath,  in 
June  1794,  affhcled  with  an  ulcer  in  the  upper  pair 
of  her  left  mamma.  The  bread  was  naturally  very 
large.  The  length  of  the  ulcer,  from  the  fuperior 
part  of  it  to  near  the  nipple,  was  almofl  five  inches ; 
and  its  breadth  was  between  three  and  four.  Its 
greatefl  depth  was  nearly  two  inches  ; and  from  its 
lower  end  a firms  ran  under  the  fkin  downwards,  the 
extent  of  which,  as  well  as  the  quantity  of  difeharge 
from  the  fore,  may  be  conceived,  from  her  being  in 
the  habit  of  prelim g out  of  it  feveral  times  a day 
from  one  to  two  table- fpoonfuls  of  very  fetid  mat- 
ter. The  flench  from  the  lore  was  at  all  times  ex- 
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tremely  offetifive  to  herfelf,  and  to  by-danders.  The 
whole  of  the  ulcerated  furface  reflected  a Alining 
hue,  without  having  any  appearance  of  granulations. 
The  ragged  margins  of  the  fore,  and  the  fubdance 
of  the  mamma  to  the  diflance  of  nearly  two  inches 
around,  but  chiefly  below  it,  were  indurated,  form- 
ing irregular  knobs,  which  in  many  places  Teemed  to 
adhere  to  the  pedtoral  mufcle  beneath.  The  whole 
was  attended  with  frequent  darting  pains,  and  fome- 
times  a Arone  burning  Tenfation  was  felt.  Some  fmall 
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quantities  of  pus  had  been  difeharged  from  the  fore, 
when  the  felt  a temporary  abatement  of  her  pains. 
Her  appetite  and  drength  were  much  impaired,  and 
her  fpirits  were  funk  by  long  fufferings,  and  defpair ' 
o finding  relief.  : , - ,•  , \ > 

44  She  recplledied  having  received  a blow  on  the 
affected  bread  about  fourteen  years  before,  which 
in  confequence  became  painful  and  dilcoloured;  and 
the  bread  was  ever  afterwards  fubjeft  to  frequent 
fhpoting  pains.  Her  account  was  extremely  con- 
fided of  her  fubfequent  date,  but  we  were  told 
that  flie  had  frequently  applied  to  medical  gentle- 
men for  abidance,  fome  of  whom  recommended 
extirpation,  and  others  (probably  long  afterwards) 
diifuaded  her  from  the  operation,  afluring  her  that 
her  complaint  was  a cancer  of  too  great  extent  and 
depth  for  the  operation.  It  diould  be  noticed,  that 
the  lymphatic  glands  at  this  time  did  not  appear  to 
be  affected. 
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<c  This  poor  woman  was  my  patient  at  the  Infir- 
mary, and  a general  confultation  was  held  on  her 
cafe;  when  we  were  unanimoully  of  opinion,  that  no 
relief  coaid  be  obtained  by  extirpation.  I therefore 
propofed  the  application  of  the  carbonic  acid  gas  to 
the  ulcer,  as  it  might  probably  afford  forr.e  mitiga- 
tion of  her  fufferings ; which  idea  was  warmly  hap- 
pened by  Dr.  Ewart,  and  readily  acceded  to  by  the 
other  medical  gentlemen. 

“ On  the  following  day,  Mr.  White,  apothecary 
to  the  Infirmary,  happily  conceived  a plan  for  keep- 
ing it  always  in  application  with  the  fore,  by  means 
of  a finall  bladder,  which  was  to  be  affixed  to  the 
bread  by  flicking  plafler.  The  neck  of  the  bladder 
was  cut  off  fo  as  to  make  a circular  aperture  into  it, 
of  fuch  dimenfions  as  to  correfpond  nearly  with  the 
fize  of  the  ulcer  of  the  bread.  A round -hole  of 
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the  fame  fize  was  cut  in  a piece  of  foft  leather,  fpread 
with  adhefive  plafler,  and  large  enough  to  furround 
the  ulcer.  The  cut  end  of  the  bladder  was  intro- 
duced through  the  hole  in  the  leather,  and  its  edges 
folded  back  and  duck  to  the  plader  on  the  oppofite 
fide ; forming  fomewhat  the  diape  of  a round  hat, 
the  plader  refembling  the  rim ; and  the  bladder, 
when  didended,  the  crown.  In  order  the  more 
effectually  to  fecure  the  attachment  of  the  bladder 
to  the  plader,  and  to  make  it  air-tight,  the  end  had 
cuts  round  it  half  an  inch  deep,  and  as  much  from 
each,  other  to  make  it  fit  fmoothly  j and  narrow  flips 
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of  plafter  were  applied  round  their  junction  botk 
within  and  without.  The  large  plafter  was  then 
fixed  on  the  mamma,  the  aperture  in  its  center, 
with  the  bladder  fixed  to  it,  being  placed  exa&ly 
over  the  ulcer,  no  part  of  which  was  touched  by  the 
plafter.  A fmall  orifice  was  made  at  the  fundus 
of  the  bladder,  fuftlcient  to  admit  a tube  of  about 
a quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  which  communi- 
cated with  the  top  of  an  inverted  cylinder,  fuf- 
pended  upon  water,  which  cylinder  was  filled  with 
carbonic  acid  gas.  [See  the  Plate.']  The  bladder  being 
clofely  fqueezed,  to  expel  the  atmofpheric  air  it  con- 
tained, and  the  above-mentioned  tube  being  inferted 
into  the  orifice  formed  to  receive  it,  and  tied  by  a 
ligature  patted  over  the  bladder,  the  inverted  cy- 
linder was  prefled  down  in  the  water,  fo  that  the 
carbonic  acid  gas  was  made  to  rufh  through  the  tube, 
and  diftend  the  bladder,  which  was  tied  above  the 
tube,  to  prevent  the  efcape  of  the  gas.  As  foon  as  the 
bladder  was  collapfed,  fo  as  to  fhew  that  much  of  the 
gas  had  evaporated,  it  was  filled  in  the  fame  manner 
as  before  ; and  this  operation  was  repeated  twice  or 
three  times  a day,  as  it  appeared  neceffary. 

“ It  is  a proof  of  this  fimple  apparatus  fully  anfwer- 
ing its  purpofe,  that  the  bladder  when  filled  at  night, 
was  found  to  contain  a confiderable  quantity  of  the 
gas  on  the  following  morning.  When  the  carbonic 
gas  was  thus  applied  to  the  fore,  it  firft  occafioned  a 
fenfation  of  coldnefs,  which  lafted  fora  few -minutes. 
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•and  was  afterwards  fucceeded  by  a glowing  warmth, 
which  continued  more  than  half  an  hour  ; the  fame 
fenfations  were  uniformly  exprefled  by  the  patient 
after  each  fucceflive  application  of  the  gas. 

“ Dr.  Ewart,  at  the  confutation,  propofed  a 
cautious  ufe  of  arfenic  internally  ; and  Mr.  White? 
who  applied  the  air,  foirie  time  afterwards  procured 
a preparation  of  it,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Fow- 
ler, and  gave  it  to  the  patient ; but  not  till  the  fmell 
from  the  fore  was  much  lefs  fetid,  and  the  furface 
fhewed  a difpofition  to  granulate. 

“ After  a few  days,  (lie  declared  herfelf  much 
eafier,  indeed  fhe  faid  fine  felt  very  little  pain  ; and  it 
was  at  firh  aferibed  to  the  ufual  propenfity  of  people, 
to  be  pleafed  with  a new  remedy  ; but  the  hate  of  the 
ulcer  convinced  us  that  (he  did  not  deceive  herfelf. 
Each  time  the  bladder  was  removed,  which  for 
fome  time  was  done  twice  a day,  to  evacuate  the 
difeharge  from  the  fore,  {he  was  inftantly  fenfible  of 
pain  on  the  admiflion  of  the  atmofpheric  air  ; and 
never  failed  to  find  eafe  very  foon  after  the  carbonic 
acid  gas  was  again  applied. 

t£  In  four  weeks,  the  pain  was  not  more  uncom- 
fortable than  from  a common  wound  of  the  fame 
£ze;  the  difeharge  gradually  leffened  in  quantity, 
and  affumed  the  colour  and  confidence  of  mild  pus 
the  fore  was  not  a third  part  fo  extenfive  or  deep, 
as  when  fhe  firfl  came  to  the  Infirmary  ; the  indu- 
rations in  the  mamma  had  become  much  foftened, 
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and  were  evidently  difperfing.  She  had  recovered 
her  appetite,  firength,  and  fleep  ; and  was  in  hopes 
of  being  loon  perfectly  well. 

“ No  alteration  was  made  in  the  mode  of  treat- 
« . * 

met  till  fome  time  in  Auguft,  when  fire  was  feized 
with  diarrhoea,  attended  by  a quick  pulfe,  ahotfkin, 
and  inflamed  tonfils.  A few  days  afterwards  an 
eryfipelatous  inflammation  {hewed  itfelf  over  the  ikin 
of  the  affected  mamma,  but  the  fore  did  not  feem 
to  be  influenced  by  this  affection.  Thefe  fymptoms 
feemed  to  be  wholly  unconnected  with  the  original 
complaint,  and  continued  many  days.  The  arfenic 
was  now  difeontinued,  but  the  carbonic  gas  was 
never  omitted. 

“ In  ten  weeks  from  the  time  of  her  being  ad- 
mitted a patient,  the  fmns  was  entirely  filled  up,  and 
the  ulcer  nearly  healed.  She  was  now  allowed  to 
vifit  her  friends  in  the  town  ; but  this  indulgence 
Ihe  abufed,by  returning  to  the  Infirmary  much  intoxi- 
cated, and  very  violently  abufive.  On  the  following 
day,  file  was  difmified  for  her  improper  conduCf. 

“ About  three  weeks  afterwards  I accidentally 

w 
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met  her,  and  enquired  what  ftate  her  bread  was  in, 
when  fhe  begged  permiffion  to  fiiew  it  to  me.  I found 
the  ulcer  had  fpread  rapidly,  and  was  become  ex- 
tremely painful.  She  feemed  truly  fenfible  of  her 
improper  behaviour,  and  earneftly  entreated  me  to 
intercede  with  the  Committee  for  her  re-admiflion 
into  the  Infirmary.  Our  humane  Committee  granted 
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tny  requeft.  The  carbonic  gas  was  again  employed 
as  before,  but  the  arfenic  was  not  given  to  her.  In 
a few  days  (lie  felt  great  abatement  of  pain,  the  dis- 
charge was  lefs  odenfive,  and  became  thicker  S'  e 
now  daily  went  on  in  a progreffive  (late  of  amt  I- 
mend,  till  the  fore  was  nearly  healed.  Her  prefent 
comfortable  date  incontrovertibly  proved  the  efficacy 
of  the  carbonic  gas;  as  fome  fufpicions  were  enter- 
tained, during  her  former  refidence  in  the  Infirmary, 
that  the  arfenic  might  have  had  fome  fhare  in  cor- 
recting the  difpofition  of  the  cancerous  ulcer. 

cc  When  there  was  a probability  of  healing  the 
fore  on  her  bread,  by  Mr.  White’s  indefatigable  at- 
tentions, the  became  weary  of  the  redraint  impofed 
on  her  by  the  falutary  rules  of  a well-regulated  In- 
ditution,  and  again  indulged  herfelf  with  that  bane 
of  health,  vulgarly  called  gin,  and  difplayed  her  for- 
mer ingratitude  and  infolence.  She  was  now  ex- 
cluded, for  ever,  this  afylum  for  the  afflicted. 

“ A few  months  afterwards  I was  informed,  that 
her  bread  had  become  more  painful  than  ever,  the 
ulcer  had  fpread  widely,  a profufe  hemorrhage  had 
taken  place,  and  a few  days  afterwards  fire  had  been 
releafed  by  death.”* 

* The  late  Dr.  John  Ewart  publifhed  this  woman’s  cafe  In  his 
Iliftory  of  two  Cafes  of  Cancer;  and,  as  we  attended  her  daily,  and 
made  our  obfervations  together,  I have  given  nearly  his  ftatement 
during  her  firfh  refidence  in  the  Infirmary;  making  fome  flight 
corrections  which  he  would  have  done,  if  his  defire  of  publication 
had  been  lefs  hafty.  She  was  not  difeharged  in  September  with  her 
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ct  Mrs.  B.,  a very  refpe&able  widow  lady,  fifty- 
five  years  of  age,  came  to  Bath,  in  May  1796,  for 
my  advice  on  a complaint  in  her  left  bread:.  She 
had  a cancerous  ulcer  on  the  fuperior  part  of  the 
mamma,  about  two  inches  long,  an  inch  and  half 
wide,  and  the  depth  confiderable  ; the  edges  were  re- 
verted, and  the  difeharge  highly  offenfivc.  Several 
lymphatic  glands  were  a(Fe<fted,  immoveable,  and 
confiderably  enlarged.  The  integuments  to  fome 
didance  round  the  ulcer  were  hard  and  (lightly  dif- 
coloured.  She  recollected  many  years  fince  having 
received  a bruife  on  that  bread,  but  did  not  think  it 
required  furgical  abidance,  as  the  part  foon  became 
eafy,  and  (lie  thought  no  more  of  her  accident. 
About  four  years  afterwards  (lie  difeovered  a fmali 
lump  in  that  bread,  but  as  it  gave  her  no  uneafinefs, 
was  not  fufpicious  that  it  might  be  attended  with 
any  inconveniences  ; and  her  mind  was  foothed  by 
the  indolent  date  it  remained  in  for  nearly  two 
years  longer.  Her  health  during  this  time  was  per- 
fectly good  in  every  refpeef.  The  lump  then  began 
to  alarm  her  by  (hooting  pains,  and  occafionally  ihe 
felt  a (light  dinging  fenfation;  thefe  circumdances 
(lie  mentioned  to  many  of  her  female  friends,  who 

breaft  quite  healed;  but  difmifled  for  improper  conduct,  whilft  there 
was  a fmall  furface  of  the  old  cancerous  ulcer  to  be  healed.  lie 
fent  his  hiftory  to  the  prefs  before  thefe  circumftances  took  place^ 
without  giving  his  friends  any  intimation  of  his  intentions;  as  muffc 
clearly  appear,  by  his  taking  no  notice  of  her  bad  behaviour,  or  the 
iUte  of  her  breaft,  when  fhe  was  re-admitted  a patient. 
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recommended  feveral  remedies,  which  did  not  afford 
relief:  and  (he  found  the  pains  become  more  fre* 
quent  and  fevere. 

ec  She  now  fulpe&ed,  that  her  complaint  was  of  a 
more  ferious  nature  than  her  friends  had  conceived  it 
to  be  ; and  confulted  a medical  gentleman,  who  gave 
her  fome  alterative  medicines,  and  ordered  difeutient 
poultices  to  be  applied  to  the  tumour.  For  a fhort 
time  (lie  thought  herfelf  relieved,  but  her  pains  foon 
returned  with  more  violence,  and  a copper-coloured 
fpot  (her  own  expreffion)  appeared  on  the  lump  ; 

fome  months  afterwards  this  fpot  bliflered,  and  pro- 

• 

duced  a fore,  which  refilled  every  attempt  made  to 
heal  it.  When  (he  gave  me  this  information,  her 
pains  had  become  extremely  fevere,  the  fmell  of  the 
difeharge  was  intolerably  offenfive  to  herfelf  and  at- 
tendants, and  (lie  often  fuffered  by  a burning  fenfat ion. 
Her  health  was  much  impaired,  and  her  mind  in  a 
very  deje&ed  (late. 

ce  I affured  her  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 
remove  the  difeafe  by  any  operation:  yeti  hoped  her 
fituation  might  be  rendered  lefs  uncomfortable  by  my 
treatment,  by  guarding  againft  a coflive  (late  of  the 
bowels,  and  recommending  a light  nutritive  diet. 
On  the  following  morning  I applied  the  carbonic 
acid  gas,  and  referved,  in  the  cylinder,  an  immediate 
fupply  for  the  evening.  I found  her  much  pleafed 
by  this  gentle  treatment,  (as  (lie  termed  it)  and  de* 

H 
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dared  herfelf  eafier  from  the  time  I left  her,  than 
file  had  been  any  day  for  the  lad  two  years.  I 
applied  this  gas  every  morning  and  evening,  and  in 
a few  days  obferved  that  the  difcharge  had  become 
lets  in  quantity,  and  much  thicker,  approaching 
nearly  to  the  date  of  pus;  the  irritation  on  the 
edges  of  the  ulcer,  which  before  had  been  confant, 
had  greatly  fubfided,  and  die  felt  no  fevere  (hooting 
pains  or  burning  fenfations.  On  the  tenth  day  no 
difcharge  could  be  perceived,  but  a confiderable 
quantity  of  coagulated  lymph  covered  the  furface  of 
the  fore,  which  I allowed  to  remain.  On  the  thir- 
teenth day,  I readily  removed  this  coagulum  without 
giving  the  lead  uneafinefs,  and  found  the  furface 
of  the  fore  W'ith  a healthy  appearance,  as  frefh 
granulations  could  every  where  be  perceived  : the 
reverted  edges  were  become  lefs,  and  (hewed  a dif- 
pofition  to  refume  their  original  lituations. 

“ A few  days  afterwards  a fimilar  coagulum  was 
formed,  and  foon  followed  by  others  which  were 
eafily  removed  ; the  Lady  was  perfeflly  free  from 
pain,  no  offenfive  fmell  could  be  difeovered,  and  die 
received  the  vifits  of  her  friends.  On  the  twenty- 
(ird  day,  the  whole  furface  of  the  fore  was  even, 
and  reduced  to  lefs  than  half  the  (ize  it  wras  when  (he 
came  to  Bath.  rl  he  Lady’s  health  and  fpirits  wrere 
recruited,  and  die  returned  her  friends’  vifits.  Hav- 
ing the  bladder  recently  filled  with  the  carbonic  gas, 
I now  called  on  her  every  morning  only,  and  in- 
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ftru&ed  her  maid  to  apply  the  gas  in  the  evening, 
which  (lie  did  very  correctly,  and  could  affix  the 
bladder  to  the  plaffer.  Thefe  were  renewed  every 
other  day ; a freffi  foft  calf’s  bladder  will  be  found 
mod  convenient  for  the  purpofe. 

cc  In  fix  weeks  ffie  returned  home,  when  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ulcer  was  not  broader  than  a {hilling, 
and  took  the  apparatus  with  her,  as  her  maid  was 
capable  of  managing  it.  A few  weeks  afterwards, 
ffie  informed  me  that  the  fore  remained  eafy,  but 
was  not  quite  healed.  I occafionally  heard  from 
her  for  feveral  months,  and  was  feveral  times  told 
that  the  fore  fhewed  a difpofition  to  fpread  itfelf,  but 
without  pain,  and  in  a few  days  would  become  lefs.' 
Probably  fufficient  attention  was  not  paid  to  the 
frequent  and  neceffary  application  of  the  carbonic 
gas;  or  the  plaffer  might  allow  it  to  efcape. 

cc  In  December  ffie  was  feized  with  a fever,  fo 
violent  as  to  terminate  fatally  in  ten  days.” 

I lamented  that  I had  not  an  opportunity  of  pur- 
fuing  the  treatment  by  the  carbonic  acid  gas,  to  that 
extent  neceffary  to  determine  the  poffibility  of  healing 
cancerous  ulcers  fo  malignant  as  thefe  were.  The 
good  effects  produced  by  the  gas  were  evident,  by 
producing  immediate  eafe:  and  it  was  found  capable, 
without  any  interference  by  medicine,  of  reducing  an 
extenfive  cancerous  ulcer  to  the  mild  (late  of  a fmall 
freffi  wound  ; therefore,  might  we  not  conceive  that 
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it  would  heal  it  alfo  ? I particularly  wifhed  to  know 
if  the  feat  of  a cancerous  ulcer,  thus  healed,  would 
remain  found  afterwards.  The  opportunities  which 
practice  affords  us  without  hectic  fymptoms,  the  ufual 
attendants  on  the  laft  flages  of  cancer,  are  very  few; 
for  the  opinion  is  too  general,  that  a furgeon  has  no 
remedy  but  his  knife. 

Old  ulcers,  not  cancerous,  in  very  irritable  and 
fetid  dates,  I have  fpeedily  and  permanently  healed 
by  the  carbonic  acid  gas,  which  had  refitted  all 
other  applications  affiled  by  medicine. 

Mr.  James,  of  Hoddefdon,  fome  years  fince  pub- 
liflied  feveral  cafes  which  he  had  fuccefsfully  treated 
with  this  gas,  for  which  he  has  a flrong  claim  to  our 
refpett  for  his  profeffional  abilities  and  perfeverance. 

It  would  be  a fubjedl  of  much  importance,  as 
well  as  of  laudable  curiofity,  to  invefligate  and  afeer- 
tain  the  mode  of  operation  of  carbonic  gas  on  can- 
cerous fores,  as  a fuccefsful  refult  of  the  enquiry 
might  lead  to  more  general  applications  of  the  remedy. 

Dr.  Percival,  in  his  Effays,  mentions  fome  trials  he 
had  made  with  it  in  cancerous  difeafes,  which  were 
attended  by  temporary  relief  at  leaft ; but  Dr,  Dob- 
fon,  in  his  book  on  fixed  air,  fpeaks  of  having  failed 
of  fuccefs  in  fuch  cafes ; yet  fays,  that  gangrenous 
and  phagedenic  fores,  and  particularly  the  ulcerated 
fore-throat,  were  much  benefited  by  fumigating  them 
with  this  acid  gas. 
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The  mode  of  employing  it  is,  in  g^vzm?/, 'extremely 
imperfe#,  although  it  has  often  been  found  very 
ferviceable ; therefore  it  is  no  inconfiderable  proof 
of  its  efficacy,  that  fuch  momentary  and  incorrect 
methods  of  applying  it  ffiould  produce  even  a tem- 
porary benefit.  May  not  much  more  be  reafonably 
expe&ed  from  its  continued  and  accurate  applica- 
tion ? The  inftantaneous  relief  of  pain  which  never 
failed  to  follow  the  application  of  the  gas,  and  the 
return  of  it  to  a certain  degree  on  its  removal,  de- 
ferve  our  attention.  Does  this  fudden  relief  imply 
the  exclufion  of  a hurtful  caufe,  or  the  operation  of 
an  active  agent  ? 

Whether  the  difcharge  from  a cancerous  ulcer  be 
of  an  alkaline  nature,  as  is  by  fome  fuppofed,  I 
fhall  not  prefume  to  determine;  but  if  it  really  be  fo, 
the  carbonic  acid  gas,  probably,  may  neutralize  it, 
and  deprive  it  of  its  caufticity. 

As  I have  confined  my  obfervations  to  practice  and 
its  refults,  I muft  leave  all  further  invefligation  on 
this  very  interefting  fubjeft  to  thofe  who  are  better 
qualified  to  give  a complete  elucidation. 


FINIS. 


Jointed  by  R.  Cruttwcl!,  St.  Jamcs’s-Strcet.,  Bath, 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  PLATE. 


A.  A circular  plafter,  to  which  the  bladder  is  attached, 
fixed  on  the  breaft. 

B.  The  bladder  diftended  with  air. 

C.  A flexible  tube,  leading  from  the  inverted  cylinder  F 
to  the  bladder. 

D.  A bottle  for  the  produdtion  of  carbonic  gas  from  chalk 
and  diluted  fulphuric  acid. 

E.  A recurved  tube  to  convey  the  gas  under  the  inverted 
cylinder. 

F.  A cylinder  inverted  upon  water. 

G.  A veflel  containing  water  and  the  cylinder. 

H.  A cock-ftop,  to  open  and  fhut  the  tube  leading  from 
the  cylinder. 

K.  A balance  to  fufpend  the  cylinder,  fo  that  this  fhall 
rife  out  of  the  water  in  proportion  as  gas  is  received  under 
it;  the  afcent  of  the  cylinder  thus  meafuiing  the  quantity  of 
gas  obtained. 

L.  A view  of  the  infide  of  the  plafler  to  be  applied  to  the 
breaft,  with  the  edges  of  the  bladder  folded  back  upon  it. 

M.  The  bladder. 

N.  The  aperture  through  the  plafter  into  the  bladder,  cor- 
refponding  with  the  fize  of  the  ulcer. 

O.  A fmall  cradle  made  of  wire,  to  proteft  the  bladder 
when  filled  with  gas. 


ERRATA; 


t'age  8, 1.  6,  for  lacteferi , read  lattiferi. 

15,1;  2,  for  radiated , read  radicated. 

ao,  1.  9»  for  carcenomatousy  read  carcinomatous. 

44. 1.  6,  for  varicous , read  varicoje, 

1.  a8,  for  were,  read  was. 

50. 1.  20,  for  mAy  require , read  required ; 

5 1. 1.  I,  for  cleaned,  read  cleanfed. 

61. 1.  2,  inftead  of  as  much , read  <7  folution-. 

86. 1.  8,  for  hemorrhage 5^  read  haemorrhage. 

87. 1.  a 1,  and  22,  for  precious  mark,  read  Specious 
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